
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Inside This 

Issue: 

Birthdays,  
Anniversaries, 

& Memorials 

2 

 

We Care 3 

Bible Studies 

Kid’s Corner 

4 

NLI   5 

Oyster Dinner 

Family  
Dynamics 

6 

Missions 7 

Creative      
Corner 

8 

Lenten Lunch-
es 
Prayer Vigil 

9 

Youth News 10, 

11 

March  

2019 

In Touch Also available online at www.ebumc.net 

 

Mark Your Calendars for these special events during Lent. 

 March 3—Oyster “Prayer” Shell project—before/after worship 

 March 6—Ash Wednesday—Worship at Noon & 7:00 p.m. (sanctuary) 

 March 10—Prayer Walk—A visual time of prayer for our church and it’s min-

istries (after all 3 services) 

 March 24—NLI Ministry Focus Event—One Service, 10:30 a.m. (FLC) with 

covered dish lunch 

 March 31—Feeding the Homeless—making sandwiches/lunch bags to be 

delivered to the homeless (FLC) 

 April 7—Snack Bags for Children—Making snack bags to be delivered to 

4KIDS of Suffolk (FLC) 

 April 14—Palm Sunday—”The Living Last Supper” - One Service, 10:30 a.m. 

(FLC) - Re-enactment of Jesus’ last supper with his Disciples 

 April 18—Maundy Thursday—”Seder Meal” - 6:00 p.m.  - Sharing a meal 

together and learning the symbolic elements of this sacred ritual. (FLC) 

 April 19—Good Friday Worship—7:00 p.m. (sanctuary)   

 April 20—Spring Fling and Egg Hunt—10:00-Noon—Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

with expanded activities for kids 

 April 21—Easter—Sunrise Service, 6:30am at Barrel Point (directional signs 

will be posted), and our regular services at  8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 worship 
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  8—Bob & Kathy Murphy 

19—Mike & Sherri Lee Matthews 

20—Adam & Katie Ruehl 

23—Keith & Lisa Compton 

29—Bob & Janie Murrell 

Please log onto  

Facebook to search 

“Ebenezer United  

Methodist Church” 

and LIKE our page for 

the latest updates. 

Contact Lou Pollard at 

lbpollard@aol.com to 

have your event  

added to our page. 

I n  T o u c h  

   
 
 

 
 
 
 

14—Barbara Everette 
15—Betty Hunt 
19—Michael Lamonea 
20—Aubrey Johnson 
        Max Neff 
        Rose Neff 
21—Mike Adams 
        Greyson Davis 
        Terry Kretz 
24—Daniel Keltner 
        Susan Terry 
25—Lisa Compton 
        Kathy Murphy 
27—Katie Ruehl 
28—Ethan Draughn 
        Charlotte Nierman 

 

  1—James Sorrentino 
  2—Lucille Atchley 
        Michael Banks 
        Kathy Kretz 
  3—Katie Gray 
        Kevin Hobson 
        Lillian Taylor 
  4—Sabrina Corron 
  5—Barbara Hall 
        Anna Pitsenbarger 
        June Varner 
  7—John McConnell 
  8—Nancy Nowlan 
       Jennifer Pitsenbarger 
  9—Bob Murray 
10—Ginny Bagnell 
        Taylor Carson 
11—James Watkins 

A donation has been made to the Family Life Center in 
memory of Anita Wagner by Richard & Gail Najarian. 
 

A donation has been made the Memorial Fund in 
memory of Rick Liszka by Susan & Dale Terry. 
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WE CARE 
 
Mark your calendars for March 16, 2019 9:30-3:00pm.  It is our “Blankets of Love Day”. 
These blankets will go to the Navy-Marine Relief Society and Suffolk’s Healthy Families pro-
gram through the Suffolk Health Department. 
 
We have 70 yards of flannel to make into blankets, so we will need: 
 *Cutters   *   Ironers   *   Seamstresses 
 
For those who can sew, please bring your machine and white thread & normal sewing tools. 
We may need an extra ironing board and iron.  
 
Please call and let me know if you can help. 484-2054 
 
Our next meeting is March 12, 2019 at 10:00am in the FLC.   
 
Our hands serve Christ, 
Janie Murrell 

 

 

 

 

 

Loving others as God loved us was evident February 9th.  The Youth & parents worked hard on pulling   
together as a team to make our Valentine’s Dance fun for everyone!  

We could not have done this without the help of Linda Patton, Susan Terri, Debbie Earl, Mary Ainslee,   
Barbara Everette, Sandra Johnston & parents making the beautiful food spread! Thanks to Glenn Everette 
for the time he spent interviewing some of the couples in our church and making a memorable video.    
Also, thank you to those who shared their love for one another with others!  We are showing God’s hand 
at work through our church in building relationships!  

Blessings-  

Jennifer Pitsenbarger  
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Kid’s Corner  
 

• The children’s Sunday School Program is in need of 2 new teachers. 

      You are invited to make a difference in the lives of our children! We need volunteers to 

teach Sunday School once a month for 40 minutes! The curriculum is very user-friendly 

and includes a DVD clip each week.  This is a wonderful opportunity to share Jesus with 

our children so they may grow in His love. Please give this prayerful consideration and 

contact Athena Rhodes with excitement at athenarhodes@ebumc or 748-4811!  
 

• The Family Ministry Team will have a Spring Fling on April 20th. We will include carnival type 

games, a bounce house, story telling and of course an Easter Egg Hunt! 
 

• We are starting the planning for Summer Camp for Kids- “In to the Wild” (previously known 

as Vacation Bible School) June 24th- June 27th 9:00 to 12:00. More info to come on volunteer 

sign up and supplies needed. 
 

Please contact me if you would like to volunteer in Children & Family Ministry area.              

BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

• The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class will continue studying “How 

We Got the Bible” by Neil R. Lightfoot. This class meets in Rm. 7 in the main 

building from 9:30-10:30am. 

• Rev. Lynne Hundley’s small group will study “The Journey to the Cross” ...on 

Sunday evenings March 10-April 7 from 6-7:30 in Rm. 7 in the main building. 

Contact Lynne Hundley at 238-2063 or lynnehundley222@gmail.com if you 

have any questions.  

Both of these groups welcome new people...just come! 
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Ministry Focus Event 
Sunday, March 24th at 10:30 

What is the Ministry Focus Event? 

 A church wide event that provides the opportunity for people to share what they love about 
the church, what brought them to the church, and what keeps them coming back. 

 A learning session reflecting on current observations about Church and how it relates to the 
Early Church in Acts 2. 

 Participants will name current ministries and practices as they fall under three key areas of 
ministry—Discipleship, Fellowship, and Mission. 

 The insight gained during the session will help the NLI Team to determine the alignment of 
the church’s mission with its current ministries. 

 

Why do we have the Ministry Focus Event? 

 The Ministry Focus Event provides an opportunity for the congregation to be engaged in the 
NLI process. 

 Over time, the mission and ministries of the church may become misaligned, so the Ministry 
Focus Event is an opportunity to begin to consider if current ministries are supporting the 
church’s mission. 

 It is an opportunity to identify areas for change. 

 The data collected will be reflected on and interpreted by the NLI Team (using a guiding 
worksheet provided). 

 

Come,  listen, learn, and help us move from where we are to where God wants us to be!  

 

ONE SERVICE—MARCH 24TH 

10:30—Family Life Center 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN      
 

 
The UMM will be doing their annual Oyster Dinner on Saturday, March 2nd at 5:00pm to include 

fried and steamed oysters, North Carolina BBQ & all the fixings, and hotdogs. 
 

Cost: $25/adult; $10/youth (13-17); and children 12 & under are FREE 
 
You may reserve your tickets in one of these ways: 
   
        *   Use the tear-off part of your bulletin insert and place it in the offering plate 
 
        *   By phone through the church office (238-2359) 
 
        *   By email to ebenezer@ebumc.net—be sure to give your name and best  
             contact number—number of 1)adult tickets, 2)youth, and/or 3)children 
 

UMM OYSTER DINNER 
MARCH 2ND 

5:00 
Family Life Center 

 
MEN...this event takes lots of volunteers to make it happen...please contact Bob Earl at   
621-6341 or dsearl@charter.net if you can help OR sign up on one of the boards posted in 
both buildings.   
 

 
 
   
 

FAMILY DYNAMICS SMALL GROUP 

This small group focuses on family dynamics including blended families, and has an open format allow-
ing for discussion, sharing, and praying together. 
 
We meet the 2nd Sunday of the month from 5:30-6:30pm in Rm. 127 (FLC). Next meeting is Sunday, 
March 10th. 
 
Facilitators: Liz Stoddard (liz@gillscreek.com) or Jamie Roehrs (jrcota65@gmail.com). 
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                    The Missions Corner 

Our next meeting:   
Thursday, March 14th 

7 PM 
Room 126, FLC 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

     

 

 

 

 

   

Formerly Stop Hunger Now, this food packing event 
offers the same opportunity to help those experi-
encing hunger around the developing world. 
 

MARCH 23rd  
7am—2pm in the FLC 

Sign-up sheets will be available soon in the narthex 
and FLC. 
 
Questions? Contact Keith Compton at 849-3907. 

Join us for a Lenten service opportunity! 

March 31st, 10:30am in the FLC 

We will be making sack lunches to carry out into the 
homeless communities of our area. 
 
Everything will be provided! Your hands and hearts are 
needed to help prepare sandwiches and pack bags. 
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You are invited to come and worship  
the Lord through  

Prayer and  Thanksgiving on: 

  

                Tuesdays                        Wednesdays  

                           1:00-2:00 PM                      6:00-6:30 AM   

                           Chapel, Rm 5                          Sanctuary     

 

                                       

 

 

 

C R E A T I V E 

R  

We are all amateurs who love learning how to do new things!  Not all projects will be 
for all people, but the main theme is always FELLOWSHIP!  
 
Athena will be offering a Paint Nite in March and then since April is such a busy month 
with the calendar full of activities, we will skip Creative Corner in April and meet again 
in May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Date: Tuesday, March 19th  

 
Cost: $15...all supplies provided. 

 
Time: 6-8:00pm in Rm. 7—main building 

 
Look for sign-up sheets in the Sunday bulletins, and we are asking that a check made 
payable to “EUMC” for $15 accompany the sign-up sheet. Please write Paint Nite on 
the memo line.  Class size is limited. 
If you know of something you would like to try, please share it with Athena or Sheila 
and we’ll see if we can make it happen! 
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  LENTEN LUNCHES & DEVOTIONS 

March 13—April 10 

Noon  

Family Life Center 

 

Mark your calendars now and join us on Wednesdays during Lent  

for lunch and devotions. (bring your own lunch) 

We will be using “Gospel” written by Rev. Peter Moon for our devotions. 

 

 

 

 

CANDLELIGHT PRAYER VIGIL 

Friday, March 29th 

7:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary 

 

This Prayer Vigil will focus on prayers for healing of mind, soul, and body. 

Open to all. 
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Soulfire YOUTH Calendar – February 

The first Sunday of every month, our youth enjoy mixing with the traditional 
members and being a part of that service. This opportunity to have fellowship 
together brings excitement and cultivates new relationships within your church. 
Thank you to those who have a hand in making this positive and successful. 
 

Mar. 2—The Youth will assist the United Methodist Men with the Oyster Roast by                 
                 setting up, serving and cleaning up afterwards. 

Mar. 3—Painting Oyster “Prayer” Shells during ”Mix & Mingle” at 10:20 and                      
                attend Traditional service at 11:00 

Mar. 8-10—Youth “Diving Deeper” Retreat in Wakefield, VA. This year Ebenezer  
                      will have 20 youth going to the Retreat. It will be a weekend to grow  
                      stronger in their faith with over 150 youth from all over the Elizabeth  
                      River District. 
Mar. 16 — “Hope & Happiness” Dance, 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Summer Mission Trip Envelope Fundraiser 
 

This Summer the youth are planning a Mission Trip to Pocahontas, Virginia to 
serve others. They will spend a week helping to build decks, handicap ramps,  
winterize and paint homes, and do yard work. They chose this area after prayer-
ful consideration since it is an area where they felt they could do the most good 
for a small, underprivileged population.  
 

Even-numbered envelopes will be in one congregation and odd-numbered enve-
lopes in the other. If you would like to support them on this mission trip:  
Step 1—please pick the envelope with the amount on the front to match the 
amount you wish to donate. (i.e. $26 on envelope, you put $26 inside and seal it.) 
Checks should be made payable to EUMC with Youth Missions on the memo line. 
Step 2—Drop your envelope in the special drop box. 
 

Note: If you and a friend or two want to go together and donate a higher amount,  
just be sure the amount of your envelope equals the amount donated. 
 

Your support helps these young people go out and be the hands and feet to serve 
others and grow in their faith journey. When they return, we will host a night to 
share what they experienced so everyone can see how their investment changed 
the lives of many, including those they served. 
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YOU COULDN’T MAKE IT? 

SEE WHAT YOU MISSED? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for newsletter  submissions for the  

A p r i l  2 0 1 9  issue is  

Friday, March 12, 2019. 
 

        Send newsletter submissions to: 

ebenezer@ebumc.net 
 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  

facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

 

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net 

Join us in Worship! 

     Sunday Worship  

              8:00 AM                     Traditional Worship 

              9:15 AM                     Coffee Fellowship (FLC) 

              9:30 AM                  Christian Education (all ages) 

              9:30 AM                  Contemporary Worship 

              10:45 AM                  Adult Christian Education 

             11:00 AM                  Traditional Worship 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
The Church that L O V E  is building...one life at a time. 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 

Won Lee, Pastor                   
wonlee@ebumc.net                            Cell: 540-395-4331 

Connie Schau, Dir. of Preschool               
connieschau@ebumc.net                           Cell: 617-9889   

Athena Rhodes, Dir. of Children & Family Ministries        
athenarhodes@ebumc.net                        Cell: 748-4811 

Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Dir. of Youth & Congregational Care         
jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net            Cell: 477-8330 

 Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music 

 Connie Palmer, Pianist 

 Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator 

 Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship 

Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,  
Contemporary Worship   

                                                                                                                             

Contact the church office to reach these staff members. 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 

sheilasmith@ebumc.net Office: 238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

Our Staff 


