In Touch
D e ce m b e r 2 0 1 8
As we enter the Advent/Christmas season, we hope you will take time to
remember Christ our Lord, our reason for contemplation and
celebration. Below you will find a calendar of special programs for the
month of December — please invite neighbors, friends, and family to
join you!
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We Care

December 2nd—4:00pm—The Tidewater Concert Band will be with us
in our Family Life Center. Light refreshments to follow.
December 9th—3:00pm—Our Chancel Choir and ensemble along with
guest musicians will present the first of 3 Christmas concerts in our
sanctuary. Receptions to follow each performance

Tidewater Concert Band
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December 10th & 11th—7:00pm—Repeat performances of the choir’s
Christmas concert in our sanctuary.

Creative Corner
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December 21st—5:30-6:00pm—Dinner, Bonfire and Caroling (more
details on Pg. 8)
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December 24th—Christmas Eve Worship
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8:00pm—Candlelight Worship in our sanctuary (traditional)

Christmas
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NLI Update
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Soulfire Youth
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Preschool
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Advent Small
Groups

6:00pm—Family Candlelight Worship in the Family Life Center
(contemporary)
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1—Dale & Susan Terry
17—Bob & Debbie Earl
18—Bob & Esther Hall
Mike & Connie Palmer
19—Nancy McLaulin & Cyndi Yodzis
20—Aaron & Jeni Millikin
29—Bob & Linda Patton

Please log onto
Facebook to search
@ebumcsuffolk and
LIKE our page for the
latest updates.

1—Ed Carter
Peter Maytham
2—Bob Harris
4—Nancy McLaulin
Tyler Roehrs
7—Ronnie Darden
Cheryl Lee
Shyla Millikin
8—Sue Talbott
Kit Ward
10—Keaton Thompson
11—Landen Westheimer
12—Sidney Hazelwood II
AJ Saks
Matt Spencer

16—Christine Neff
17—Teena Smith
19—Jennifer Spady
20—Edward Luecke
Kathryn Roehrs
Jeff Ward
21—Taresa Tomlin
22—April Watkins
26—Katt Schau
28—Nina McConnell
29—Pamela Gray
Michelle Parker
30—Sarah Grace Corron
Margaret Keltner
31—Doug Shomaker

A donation to the Memorial Fund has been made in memory of Zane Bidou, Eileen
Johnson’s grandson, by Betty Lamonea.
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FELLOWSHIP
REMINDER: Mark your calendars for December 14, 2018 at 6:30pm. We will meet in the FLC
for a fun time exchanging and “stealing” our secret Santa gifts. Each person will bring a
wrapped gift; spending no more than $5.00! Soup is being provided, so sign up for dessert,
side dishes or drinks.
When you aren’t there, we miss you….
Janie Murrell 484-2054

WE CARE
It is always nice to have extra hands making shawls and lap blankets or baby blankets. But if
you can’t make something, there is always a way to help.
Each one of us can take an item to a shut-in or someone who is recovering from an illness. It
is so easy to be a Christ helper! Don’t think that someone else will do it; YOU do it.
There are items located in both the FLC and narthex for the taking. If you have questions, call
me 484-2054.
The next meeting is January 8, 2019 @ 10:00am in the FLC. Remember….
Our hands serve Christ,
Janie Murrell

In Touch

Page 4

TIDEWATER CONCERT BAND
Ebenezer Family Life Center
Sunday, December 2nd
4:00 p.m.
This non-profit group is comprised of volunteer musicians from every walk of life
(i.e. local school band directors, band students, active and retired military musicians), to form a fully-instrumented top-notch professional performing organization.
They play locally at a variety of venues upon request and readily accepts new
members playing wind and percussion instruments. Our own, Joanne Thomas, is
an active member of this group and may be contacted for more information.

Ebenezer is excited to welcome this group, as we continue to be patrons of the
arts. A love offering will be taken. We hope you will invite family and friends to
come for an afternoon of great music!
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C R E A T I V E

athenarhodes@ebumc.net or
ebenezer@ebumc.net

We’ve had another great year of creating together, from Paint Nites to craft
nights!
We will take the month of December off. May you have a blessed Christmas with
family and friends.
We will meet again on January 22nd from 6-8:00 p.m., with another Paint Nite
with Athena.
Sign up sheets will be in the bulletins after the New Year.
We are still looking and praying for other creative people to step up and lead a
class.
Contact athenarhodes@ebumc.net or sheilasmith@ebumc.net.

G.L.O.W. (God’s Love Over Women)
This group of women continue to meet on a regular basis after the 9:30 service to
enjoy fellowship together and support each other in Christian love.
They have adopted a Bountiful Blessings family as one of their projects.

There will also be a Women’s Social on December 2nd after the 9:30 service. All
women of the church are invited!

I n

T o u c h
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Bountiful Blessings
Outreach
Thank you for your radical generosity!

———————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

Many happy returns

Somehow, not only for Christmas,
But all the long year through,
The joy that you give to others,
Is the joy that comes back to you.
And the more you spend in blessing
The poor and lonely and sad,
The more of your heart’s possessing
Returns to you glad.
—John Greenleaf Whittier

While waiting …
Advent does not lead to nervous tension stemming from expectation of something spectacular about
to happen. On the contrary, it leads to a growing inner stillness and joy allowing me to realize that
he for whom I am waiting has already arrived and speaks to me in the silence of my heart.
Just as a mother feels the child grow in her and is not surprised on the day of the birth, but joyfully
receives the one she learned to know during her waiting, so Jesus can be born in my life slowly and
steadily and be received as the one I learned to know while waiting.

—Henri J.M. Nouwen, The Genesee Diary
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THE MISSIONS CORNER
Our next meeting:
Thursday, December 13th at 7 PM
FLC, Room 126

Thank you for your generous support!
24 volunteers packed 100 shoeboxes for the
Samaritan’s Purse project.

SENIOR ANGEL TREE
Gifts due on Sunday, December 16th
ALL GIFTS ARE TO BE WRAPPED!
PLEASE NOTE:
1. Sign out your Angel(s)
2. Attach angel(s) to the corresponding wrapped
gift.
3. Return wrapped and tagged gifts to the tree
you took your angel(s) from.
These steps are important!
If you have any questions, please contact Sharon
Hawkins at 538-8999.
I n

T o u c h
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KID’S CORNER
athenarhodes@ebumc.net/757-748-4811)

The children will be doing some special projects to celebrate Advent.
More information will be forthcoming.

FIRST AID KIT CONTENTS (Cont.)



Non-Allergic Tape

Four 12” dowels- ½ width (used for tourniquets)

 Masks – for the provider
Every Child is a Blessing,
lets bless them by sharing a little of our time.


Antiseptic hand wash

Athena Rhodes, Director of Children & Family Ministry


Space Blanket for Shock-This keeps the patient warm


Tweezers

FAMILY CHRISTMAS CAROLING


Shears

December
21st
 Cotton Balls
Sponsored
by the
Family
Ministry
Team
 Cravats—better
known
as triangular
bandages
(better to make them than to buy them)

On Friday, December 21st at 5:30, we will meet in the Family Life
 Pad
of Paperbyand
Pencil/Penin the field and
Center for a chili dinner
followed
a bonfire
(In Medicine if you didn't write it down, you didn't do it)
neighborhood Christmas caroling.


Blood Pressure Cuff and a Stethoscope

We would love to have you join us! So Mark Your Calendars!
We always welcome ANY suggestions!
Blessings,
Eileen Johnson
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Next Level Innovations (NLI) Update
*Ebenezer UMC is participating in a three-year program called Next Level Innovations (NLI) sponsored
by the Elizabeth River District. This program is designed for churches to grow from being good to great
in making disciples of Jesus Christ. Bob Earl, Cheryl Lee, Keith Compton, Jackie Gehrig, Jennifer Pitsenbarger, and Chris Keltner are the members of the NLI Team at Ebenezer UMC. Each month the NLI Team
members will write an article to give the congregation an update on the NLI process.

The Next Level Innovation Team met on 11/07/18 and we would like to update our congregation on what
has transpired thus far so we are all in this journey together. We met various times to lay out the dates of
the process our church will be going through into 2019. As a team, we completed the reading of “Focused
Prayer and Living your Strengths” (taking the individual strengths inventory assessment in the book as
well). Oak Grove UMC held a training last week about Focused Prayer and the author of the book presented. This was a great opportunity to see how other churches have initiated change and to collaborate with
others. The list of books we are reading will be posted for those interested in reading them as well.
On November 13th we had a “Congregational Workshop: How to Lead Change Through Breakthrough
Prayer,” in the Family Life Center. The next two books we are starting on are: Canoeing the Mountains:
Christian Leadership in Unchartered Territory by Tod Bolsinger and The New Adapters: Shaping Ideas to Fit
Your Congregation by Jacob Armstrong.
We had a good turn out for our Prayer Workshop on November 13th and look forward to more
great things happening here at Ebenezer.

BlessingsJennifer Pitsenbarger, Ebenezer NLI Team member

I n

T o u c h
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Soulfire YOUTH Calendar – December

Y

Youth Advent Study with “The Redemption of Scrooge” 5-7:00
November 25 through December 16th.

0
U
T

December 2nd—Mix & Mingle with traditional members at 10:20 and attend 11:00
worship service.

H

December 16th 5-8 Youth will be taking Angel Tree gifts to
Riverside Memory Care Center in Smithfield. We will be caroling within the community
and have a sock gift exchange afterwards in FLC with hot chocolate and cookies. Youth are asked to bring in a pair of funky Christmas socks and stuff with little
items and tie with a ribbon. They will be exchanged while we enjoy cookies and hot
chocolate.
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EBENEZER CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
If you are looking for a place for your 2 ½-5yr old, we still have a few openings. We teach
ABC’s and 123’s, Music & Science. We follow and teach the Christian calendar and story. AND
we have an awesome time learning to be social! Full and part time available. Before and after school care for
Oakland Elementary students.
Questions? Want a tour? Call 757-238-2359… ask for Connie Schau, School Director
Contact: connieschau@ebumc.net

“The Redemption of Scrooge”
ADVENT BIBLE STUDY
November 25 – December 16
A list of classes is below. Books are $12. Please make checks payable to “EUMC”
with a note “Advent Study”. It’s not too late to join in!
Adult Sunday School
9:30-10:30 - Rm. 7 (main building) – led by various class members
10:45-12:00 - Rm. 127 (FLC) – led by Chris Keltner
Sunday nights
- Youth Group - 5:00 – 6:30 - Youth Room – led by youth leaders
- Family Dynamics Group - 5:30-6:30 – FLC –led by Liz Stoddard and Jamie Roehrs
- Adult Small Group - 6-7:30 – Rm. 7 (main building) – led by Lynne Hundley
Thursday nights
- Adult Small Group - 6:30-7:45 – FLC – led by Athena Rhodes (childcare upon request)
Saturday mornings
- Adult Small Group- 8:00-9:00 – Panera Bread Harbourview – Leader to be determined
Contact the church office at 238-2359 or ebenezer@ebumc.net to purchase a book.

I n
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church
The Church that L O V E is building...one life at a time.
1589 Steeple Drive
Suffolk, Virginia 23433
Phone: (757) 238-2359
Fax: (757) 238-7765
E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net

Join us in Worship!

8:00 AM
9:15 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:00 AM

Sunday Worship
Traditional Worship
Coffee Fellowship (FLC)
Christian Education (all ages)
Contemporary Worship
Traditional Worship

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS”
Please see your church directory for contact information for
the following church staff or call the church office.
Won Lee, Pastor
wonlee@ebumc.net

Cell: 540-395-4331

The deadline for newsletter submissions for the
J a n u a r y 2 0 1 9 issue is
Friday, December 7, 2018.

Connie Schau, Director of Preschool
connieschau@ebumc.net

Send newsletter submissions to:
ebenezer@ebumc.net

Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Director of Youth and Congregational
Care...jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net
Cell: 477-8330

Reminder: All activities requiring the use of church
facilities must be cleared through the church office.

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant
sheilasmith@ebumc.net
Office: 238-2359
Office Hours || 9- 5 Monday thru Friday

Cell: 617-9889

Athena Rhodes, Director of Children and Family Ministries
athenarhodes@ebumc.net
Cell: 748-4811

Doug Shomaker, Director of Music
Connie Palmer, Pianist
Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator
Jeni Millikin, Director of Contemporary Worship
Brett Stoddard, Director Sound/Media,
Contemporary Worship
Contact the church office to reach these staff members.

