
 
A PRAYER FOR NEW BEGINNINGS  

 
In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress Press), Walter 
Brueggemann writes in an Epiphany poem: 
 
 

...this is a time to be born. 
So we turn to you, God of our life 

God of all our years, 
God of our beginning… 

We dare pray that you will do for us 
And among us and through us  

What is needful for our newness. 
Give us the power to be receptive, 

To take the newness you give… 
There is a time to be born, and it it now. 

We sense the pangs and groans of your newness. 
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 
How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide! Epiph-
any reveals a new King, the beginning of his ministry, his new disciples, 
his first healings, his “new teaching—with authority” (Mark 1:27). We, 
too, experience newness, now and year-round. But newness can be 
tough. So we trust that God, who “[makes] all things new” while ban-
ishing “mourning and crying and pain” (Revelation 21:4-5), walks with 
us in the new year—and always. 
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4—Aaron & Jamie Roehrs 

 

25—Dennis & Katherine Pearson 

 

30—Brian & Romelle Webber 

Please log onto  

Facebook to search 

“Ebenezer United  

Methodist Church” 

and LIKE our page for 

the latest updates. 

Contact Lou Pollard at 

lbpollard@aol.com to 

have your event  

added to our page. 

I n  T o u c h  

  

 1—Emma Harward 
       Pum Tep 
       Maxine Zimmerman 
 2—Michaela Banks 
 3—Linda Briley 
       Shellie Carlin 
       Dorothy Davis 
       Cheryl LePore 
       Hunter Ward 
 4—Kenly Smith 
 6—Betty Lamonea 
 7—Tammy Feldt 
 8—Rich Corey 
       Jeff Davis  
10—Scott Ange 
        Bob Patton 
        Haley Saks 
        Addison Spady 

15—Parker Jennette 
16—Robbie Horton 
        Willard Moger 
17—Kait Bridgeforth 
18—Dick Barry 
19—Bill Cary 
22—David Bennett 
         Janie Murrell 
         Cassidy Spencer 
24—Steven Ange 
         Olivia Newman 
25—Ann Vance 
26—Josie Ketten 
        Jocelyn Lamonea        
29—Adrienne Corron 
         Stanley Dennis 
         Mark Hawley 

A donation has been made to the Music Fund 

in memory of Rick Liszka and George East 

(Priscilla Zimmerman’s father) by Art & Mary 

Ainslie Latimer. 

 

A donation has been made to the Music Fund 

from the Ebenezer Chancel Choir in memory 

of Rick Liszka (Kay Liszka’s husband). 
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       (Just Older Youth 50+) 

  Keep these dates on your calendar: 
 
February 9, 2019 Youth sponsored “Music through the Ages”  
                                  Valentine’s Dance 
 
February 16, 2019 Dinner at Tokyo Thai  6 pm, Smithfield;  
                                  Reservations required 
 
When you aren’t there, we miss you…. 
 
  Janie Murrell 484-2054 
  Rich Corey 365-0134 

WE CARE 
 
December was delivery month:  47 hats were given to the youth warm clothing     drive; 13 
baby blankets, 5 bereavement sets and 8 hats were given to Children’s Hospital of the Kings 
Daughters. This is why you can help.   
 
Mark your calendars for March 16, 2019 9:30-3:00pm.  We have 70 yards of flannel to make 
into blankets. We will need cutters, ironers and seamstresses. More information in February. 
 
Our next meeting is January 8, 2019 at 10:00am in the FLC.  For more information call me 
484-2054. 
 
Our hands serve Christ, 
Janie Murrell 
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

• The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class will be studying “How We 

Got the Bible” by Neil R. Lightfoot. This class meets in Rm. 7 in the main build-

ing from 9:30-10:30am. 

 

• Rev. Lynne Hundley will continue to lead her group through Galatians on Sun-

day evenings from 6-7:30 in Rm. 7 in the main building. Just bring your Bi-

ble...no homework and no other materials needed. 

 

Both of these groups welcome new people...just come! 

The United Methodist Men will once again be preparing Brunswick Stew to be sold 
by the quart. 
 
Look for order forms in your weekly bulletins. 
 
Stew will be available for pick up on Saturday, January 26th between 1 & 4:00 in 
the FLC kitchen. 
 
Men...we will need some help in the kitchen on Friday, January 25th from 8-12:00. 
Sign-up sheets will be out soon. 
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Kid’s Corner  
Our Family Ministry Team hosted a Christmas caroling event on December 21st. We had around 35 
people gather in the FLC for dinner and then we headed into the community with guitars and jingle 
bells! It was great to see the children so excited to bring Christmas joy to others. Thank you to  
everyone who joined us and helped with dinner and cookies. 

Our Contemporary Christmas Eve Service was a special service for people of all ages. The youth 
and children did a great job with the reading for the service, and I really enjoyed helping Richard 
Rhodes work with the kids. Their commitment and creativity was great! 

I am looking forward to a new year of programs and special events within the church. In everything 
we plan, special effort will be made to include some form of outreach to the community. 

The Children’s Sunday program will continue to study Scripture and learn about Jesus through  ac-
tivities and play. 

If you would like to give back to Children’s Ministry at EBUMC, I am looking for another teacher for 
the 3rd & 4th grade class. The curriculum is user-friendly and includes a video clip for each lesson. I 
would also like to incorporate some Biblical storytelling to the program. If you have a gift in these 
areas, please let me know.  

Thank you for all your support in Children’s Ministry. 

Many blessings for a Happy New Year!   - Athena Rhodes (athenarhodes@ebumc.net or 477-4811) 

 

 

 

G.L.O.W .(God’s Love Over Women) ministry is going well, we had a nice social event Sunday, 

Dec. 2nd, with food and fellowship.   

We meet each Sunday after the 9:30 service.  So far, we have 20 women who come as often as 

possible and stay connected through the weekly  e-devotions that are sent out.  

Even if you can’t make the meetings, but you would like to receive the weekly 
e-devotions, send Athena an email (athenarhodes@ebumc.net) and ask to be added to the 

GLOW devotions mailing. 

This is not a closed group...it is open to all women 16 and over. 
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Mark your calendars for a special night of entertainment, 
dancing and light refreshments. 

February 9th  7-9:00 p.m. 

“50’s, 60’s and 70’s Music Through the Ages” 

Valentine Dance!  
Wear the attire to match your favorite period of music 

& put on your dancing shoes, or socks. 

Love Offerings Appreciated. 

 

                    

Most of you probably know that the heating unit in the sanctuary stopped working about 2 weeks ago.  
The unit was originally installed in the 1960s, so there are no parts available to repair it.  We have 
received a bid ranging in excess of $40,000 for a new unit.  We are waiting for at least one other quote.  

The Finance Committee is looking at payment options, but the church does not have the ability to  

simply write a check for an amount this large.   

If you have year-end charitable dollars to spend, please consider making a donation to our HVAC fund.  

Any donations would be set aside to help pay for the system in 2019.  Checks should be payable to 

“EUMC” with HVAC on your memo line. If you have any questions, please contact Susan Terry, Finance 

Chair, at 238-3340. 

In order to have the sanctuary warm enough to hold services (or Christmas concerts!), we are blessed 

to have Bob Murrell who happened to have a commercial grade heater in his garage and he, Don Haw-

kins and John Yow have made trips to the church in the early morning hours to activate the heater and 

warm the sanctuary.  Thank you, gentlemen! 
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 The Missions Corner 
 

Our next meeting:   
Wednesday, January 10th 

7 PM 
Room 126, FLC 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

THANK YOU to all who became angels to those on our 
Angel Tree this year.  Your generous giving provided 
Christmas gifts for area Seniors and their care facilities 
in Suffolk and Smithfield.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EBENEZER’S MEALS ON WHEELS TEAM 

NEEDS A FEW MORE VOLUNTEERS! 

We are currently in need of a replacement team for one of our Meals on Wheels routes. 

 

This route is the "Chuckatuck Route" on the 3rd Thursday of each month.  It includes Godwin Blvd, Chucka-
tuck, Bridge Road, Crittenden and Carrollton Blvd. 

 

If you are interested in this worthwhile ministry, please contact Chris Keltner by January 12th.  We need to 
be able to fill this position or release it back to Meals on Wheels for another organization to adopt. 
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You are invited to come and worship  
the Lord through  

Prayer and  Thanksgiving on: 

  

                Tuesdays                        Wednesdays  

                           1:00-2:00 PM                      6:00-6:30 AM   

                           Chapel, Rm 5                          Sanctuary     

 

                                      

 

 

 

 

C R E A T I V E 

R  

For our first get together in the New Year, Athena Rhodes will help us create 
another wonderful painting!  You do not have to be an “artist”, just have the 
desire to learn some new techniques and enjoy the fellowship that accompanies 
it! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date: Tuesday, January 22nd  
 

Cost: $15...all supplies provided. 
 

Time: 6-8:00pm in Rm. 7—main building 
 
Look for sign-up sheets in the Sunday bulletins, and we are asking that a check 
made payable to “EUMC” for $15 accompany the sign-up sheet. Please write 
Paint Nite on the memo line. 
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Elizabeth River District  

Training Day 
 

When: Saturday, January 19, 2019 

Where: Community UMC, 1072 Old Kempsville Rd., VB 23464 

Cost: $20 (covers speaker costs, materials, and lunch) 

Deadline: January 11, 2019 

Register: Online at www.elizabethriverdistrict.org (or use the downloadable form   
                  to mail in) 

Lunch: Soup and Sandwiches, dessert, drinks. Lunch will be provided by Community’s 
United Methodist Men and will support the UMM Memorial Scholarship Fund. 

 

The Plenary speaker is the Reverend Dr. Jacqui King,  an elder in the United 
Methodist Church. There are 20 workshops to choose from. 

 

The Schedule: 

8:30am - Registration   

9:00am - Plenary 1 (sanctuary) 

9:45am—Break 

10:00am - Session 1 Workshops 

11:45am - Lunch (Social Hall) 

12:15pm - Plenary 2 (sanctuary) 

1:00pm - Break 

1:15pm—Session 2 Workshops 

3:00pm – Dismissal 

There are a number of excellent leadership 

workshops being offered, ideal for new 

leaders and volunteers.  Go online to 

www.elizabethriverdistrict.org for more in-

formation and to register. 

file:///C:/Users/sheila/Documents/2019 Newsletters
file:///C:/Users/sheila/Documents/2019 Newsletters
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Soulfire YOUTH Calendar – January 

 

January 6—”Mix & Mingle “at 10:20 then attend Traditional worship   
                     at 11:00. 
12-1:00—Planning meeting with Youth and Parents for February Event  
                  from 12-1:00, then 1-3:00—We will make “cookie dough” in  
                  the FLC kitchen. All sales of cookie dough will be going  
                  towards our youth retreat and missions and can be ordered  
                  and sold during Upward Basketball concessions. 
 
January 13—1-3:00—”Games with Residents at Riverside” - Leaving  
                                       FLC at 1:00 and return at 3:00. May need one  
                                       other parent driver. 
 
January 27—Ice Skating at Iceland in Virginia Beach.    
                       Time to be announced because rink has  
                       new hours in January.  You need to sign  
                       up if you want to go! 
 

 

 

Y 

  0 

   U 

     T 

       H 
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FAMILY DYNAMICS SMALL GROUP 

This small group focuses on family dynamics including blended families.   

We will meet the second Sunday of the month from 5:30-6:30pm in Rm. 127 (FLC). 

Feel free to join us!  

We use some printed materials as a guideline, but have an open format allowing for discus-

sion, sharing, and praying together. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact facilitators Liz Stoddard at liz@gillscreek.com or 

Jamie Roehrs at jrcota65@gmail.com. 

LESSONS IN WISE FAITH 

“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Luther. Given the obstacles they encountered, we 
would understand if they had given up altogether! 

First, the travelers were “off the mark,” coming to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a 
“royal palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise men found a sight “so utterly out of 
keeping with a king” - a poor young woman and child, in a “poor hut” - that one might expect 
them to head straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a great, strong and full faith 
they...follow the word of the prophet and the witness of the star in all purity of heart,” bow-
ing to worship and honor the Savior. 

- Based on Luther’s sermon for the Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The deadline for newsletter  submissions for the  

F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 9  issue is  

Friday, January 11, 2019. 
 

Send newsletter submissions to: 

ebenezer@ebumc.net 
 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  

facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

 

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net 

Join us in Worship! 

     Sunday Worship  

              8:00 AM                     Traditional Worship 

              9:15 AM                     Coffee Fellowship (FLC) 

              9:30 AM                  Christian Education (all ages) 

              9:30 AM                  Contemporary Worship 

              10:45 AM                  Adult Christian Education 

             11:00 AM                  Traditional Worship 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
The Church that L O V E  is building...one life at a time. 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 

Won Lee, Pastor                   
wonlee@ebumc.net                            Cell: 540-395-4331 

Connie Schau, Dir. of Preschool               
connieschau@ebumc.net                         Cell: 617-9889   

Athena Rhodes, Dir. of Children & Family Ministries        
athenarhodes@ebumc.net                        Cell: 748-4811 

Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Dir. of Youth & Congregational Care         
jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net            Cell: 477-8330 

 Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music 

 Connie Palmer, Pianist 

 Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator 

 Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship 

Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,  
Contemporary Worship   

                                                                                                                             

Contact the church office to reach these staff members. 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 

sheilasmith@ebumc.net Office: 238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

Our Staff 


