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Mark Your Calendars for these special events during Lent.

Birthdays,
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April 14—Palm Sunday—”The Living Last Supper” - One Service, 10:30 a.m.
(FLC) - Re-enactment of Jesus’ last supper with his Disciples



April 18—Maundy Thursday—”Seder Meal” - 6:30 p.m. - Sharing a meal
together and learning the symbolic elements of this sacred ritual. (FLC)



April 19—Good Friday Worship—7:00 p.m. (sanctuary)



April 20—Spring Fling and Egg Hunt—10:00-Noon—Annual Easter Egg Hunt
with expanded activities for kids



April 21—Easter...

Kid’s Corner
General Conference continued
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Missions
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Corner
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Women’s Ministry Luncheon
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Youth News
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Traditional, 8:00 & 11:00am (bring flowers/greenery for the living cross)

Yoga

11

Contemporary, 9:30am

Spring Clean

Sunrise Service, 6:30am at Barrel Point (directional signs will be posted)
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7—Dwight & Jane Schauback
18—Rob & Jennifer Pitsenbarger
30—Ray & Connie Schau

Please log onto
Facebook to search
“Ebenezer United
Methodist Church”
and LIKE our page for
the latest updates.
Contact Lou Pollard at
lbpollard@aol.com to
have your event
added to our page.
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1—Carol Weidmann
2—Esther Hall
Sandy Tomlin
3—Grayson Garner
4—Joe Epps
Aaron Roehrs
5—Susie Gay
Nathan Ruehl
7—Sandra Johnston
8—Aubrey Heatherly
Bill Pollard
Connor Smith
10—Samuel Compton
11—Kimmy Dentel
Rick Zuerlein
20—Brady Horton

21—Thomas Watkins
22—JoAnne Thomas
23—Elise Kennett
Bob Murrell
24—Ariana Mahek
Jeni Millikin
25—Barbara Morgan
Jane Schaubach
26—Jim Wilson
28—Amber Keesee
Athena Rhodes
29—Kelly Carson
Tucker Millikin
Chuck Wright

30—Barb Bass
Leigh Bennett
Judy Haller-Kuklock
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What Happened at General Conference? Excerpts from UMC.org
This content was produced by Ask The UMC, a ministry of United Methodist Communications. First
published March 12, 2019. (Clarifications or additional information are included in parenthesis.)
Amid growing concerns for the denomination’s future, the 2016 General Conference authorized the
formation of a commission to deal with church teachings on homosexuality and find ways to help
the church stay together. The Commission on a Way Forward submitted proposals that were considered by the delegates at the 2019 special called General Conference. (St. Louis, MO, February
23-26, 2019).
Delegates to General Conference include equal numbers of lay and clergy members elected by annual conferences around the world. Bishops preside and facilitate the work of the delegates, but do
not vote. The General Conference is the only body that approves church policy and speaks officially
for the denomination.
The number of delegates was set at 864 — about 58 percent (504) from the United States and 30
percent (260) from Africa. The remaining delegates (90) are from the Philippines, Europe and Eurasia as well as 10 from “concordat” churches with which The United Methodist Church has formal
relationships. Thirty-one delegates were absent during General Conference, mostly because
they could not obtain visas. (Virginia is one of the larger Conferences and has 22 delegates).
Delegates vote by secret ballot. (Electronically) The voting system generates final results based on
a tally of all valid votes. There is no record of how individuals vote. This is to protect all delegates so
they can vote their own conscience.
What was decided by General Conference?
The General Conference delegates passed by a 438-384 vote the Traditional Plan, which retains
restrictions against “self-avowed practicing homosexual” clergy and officiating at or hosting samesex marriage ceremonies and requires stricter enforcement for violations of church law.
The Traditional Plan as approved includes:
An expanded definition of “self-avowed practicing homosexual” to include people “living in a samesex marriage, domestic partnership or civil union or is a person who publicly states she or he is
a practicing homosexual.”
The creation of the council relations committee, as part of the Council of Bishops, to hold bishops
accountable to restrictions related to homosexuality.
Minimum penalties for clergy convicted at trial of performing a same-sex wedding. Those penalties
include one year’s suspension without pay for the first offense and loss of credentials for the
second.
The requirement that Boards of Ordained Ministry examine and not recommend candidates who
do not meet standards regarding sexuality. It also empowers bishops to rule a candidate out of
order.
The requirement that annual conferences certify only Board of Ordained Ministry nominees who
will “uphold, enforce, and maintain the Book of Discipline related to ordination and marriage of
practicing homosexuals.” The General Council on Finance and Administration will withhold
funds and use of the cross and flame logo for conferences that fail to do so. (cont. pg. 5)
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
•

The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class will be starting a new study on April 14th
entitle “Gospel: Wesleyan Hope for Local Church Renewal” by Rev. Peter M. Moon. This
class meets in Rm. 7 in the main building from 9:30-10:30am. Please let Bob Earl know if you
plan to attend. 621-6341 or dsearl@charter.net

•

Rev. Lynne Hundley’s small group will continue their study of “The Journey to the
Cross” ...on Sunday evenings through April 7th from 6-7:30 in Rm. 7 in the main building.
Contact Lynne Hundley at 238-2063 or lynnehundley222@gmail.com if you have any
questions.
Both of these groups welcome new people...just come!

Kid’s Corner
•

The children’s Sunday School Program is in need of 2 new teachers.
You are invited to make a difference in the lives of our children! We need volunteers to
teach Sunday School once a month for 40 minutes! The curriculum is very user-friendly
and includes a DVD clip each week. This is a wonderful opportunity to share Jesus with
our children so they may grow in His love. Please give this prayerful consideration and
contact Athena Rhodes with excitement at athenarhodes@ebumc or 748-4811!

•

The Family Ministry Team will have a Spring Fling on April 20th. We will include carnival type
games, a bounce house, story telling and of course an Easter Egg Hunt!

•

We are starting the planning for Summer Camp for Kids- “In the Wild” (previously known as
Vacation Bible School) June 24th- June 27th 9:00 to 12:00. More info to come on volunteer
sign up and supplies needed.
Please contact me if you would like to volunteer in Children & Family Ministry area.
athenarhodesebumc.net or 757-748-4811.
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General Conference (continued from pg. 3)
The delegates also approved an exit plan for churches that want to leave the denomination with their property. Local churches that elect to leave must pay unpaid apportionments and pension liabilities.
Two petitions were approved to deal with the pension liabilities of departing churches
and the accrued benefits of departing clergy. One requires that any local church that
withdraws or is closed must pay, at a minimum, its fair share of unfunded pension liability for their annual conference. Delegates amended the legislation to say “nothing in the
forgoing would prevent annual conferences collecting other obligations from local
churches.”
Was any of it unconstitutional?
Yes, the Judicial Council, the denomination’s top court, in Decision 1366 and Decision
1377 has ruled parts of the plan as violations of the denomination’s constitution. (April
23 - 26, 2019 - Meeting of the Judicial Council - Evanston, IL)
When will changes take effect?
The Traditional Plan legislation takes effect Jan. 1, 2020 for churches in the U.S. and 12
months after the 2020 General Conference for churches outside the U.S. The pension
legislation took effect immediately after the 2019 General Conference. The church exit
plan also was to take effect at the close of the 2019 General Conference but is awaiting
Judicial Council review. Any portions of the plan ruled unconstitutional will not take effect.
Can the 2020 General Conference change the outcome?
Each General Conference makes decisions on the submitted requests before it. It is possible the 2020 General Conference may receive similar legislation and delegates will
make their own decisions. The actions of one General Conference do not bind the next
General Conference. Every General Conference can alter or revise any previous actions
or adopt new policies within the limits of the Constitution. (General Conference 2020 will
take place May 5-15, 2020, at the Minneapolis Convention Center in Minneapolis, Minnesota.)
What is the best way for me to express my concerns or support regarding these
decisions? What if I have other questions?
Share your thoughts, feelings and questions with your pastor or district superintendent.
They are best equipped to have conversations and offer guidance for your particular
congregation.
(As your Delegate to VA Annual Conference, I would appreciate your feedback and/or
try to answer your questions: Katherine Pearson, kdembm@charter.net please include
General Conference as your Subject.)
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NLI UPDATE

I want to thank all who came and participated in the Ministry Focus Event (MFE) on Sunday, March 24th.
The goal of the MFE was to help start a conversation about our church’s ministries and over 120 church
members gathered together to talk about how we do in worship, learning, fellowship and missions at
Ebenezer United Methodist Church.
The first phase of the NLI process, which focuses on “Learning and Resources”, has ended with the Ministry Focus Event. And the second phase of NLI, which focuses on “Self-Study” has begun. The purpose of
Self-Study is to help us learn more about our church. We will be using various tools including a ministry
survey, Real Discipleship survey, church/community demographics study, church’s statistical study, etc.
the entire congregation will participate in two surveys. The data gathered during the Self-Study period
will be sent to and processed by NLI coordinators, and the result will be shared with the congregation at
the Innovations Weekend in October.
This Self-Study is a thorough process which is designed to help us answer these questions: Where have
we been? What do we do now? How do we share Jesus with our community? But most of all, let’s not
forget the importance of prayer during the NIL process. Jesus said, “I am the vine and you are the
branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) Through prayers we must be connected to God in an intimate way and then our church
can bear much fruit that pleases God. I also want to ask for your continued prayers for our NLI team
members: Chris Keltner, Keith Compton, Bob Earl, Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Jackie Gehrig, Cheryl Lee, and
Katherine Pearson.

Pastor Won
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The Missions Corner
Our next meeting:
Thursday, April 11th
7 PM
Room 126, FLC
WE CARE
Saturday, March 16, 2019, was a great Flannel Day. Thirteen church ladies made 20 blankets from 70 yards of fabric.
GREAT JOB Everyone

The blankets will go to Navy-Marine Relief Society and Suffolk’s Healthy Families program
through the Suffolk Health Dept.
We Care meets again on 4/9/19 at 10:00am in the FLC. Come join the fun.
Remember, our hands serve Christ,
Janie Murrell

FAMILY DYNAMICS SMALL GROUP
This small group focuses on family dynamics including blended families, and has an open format allowing for discussion, sharing, and praying together.
We meet the 2nd Sunday of the month from 5:30-6:30pm in Rm. 127 (FLC). Next meeting is Sunday,
April 14th.
Facilitators: Liz Stoddard (liz@gillscreek.com) or Jamie Roehrs (jrcota65@gmail.com).
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C R E A T I V E
We are all amateurs who love learning how to do new things! Not all projects will be
for all people, but the main theme is always FELLOWSHIP!
Since April is such a busy month with the calendar full of activities, we will skip
Creative Corner in April and meet again on May 7th to do the Paint Nite we had to cancel in March.

R

If you know of something you would like to try, please
share it with Athena or Sheila and we’ll see if we can
make it happen!

“I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with
thanksgiving.” Psalm 69:30
To My Church Family,
I am humbled by the love and support I’ve received over the course of this past year, culminating in the surgery and rehabilitation. Thank you for the lovely flowers that brightened by
hospital room. I so appreciate the cards that continue to flood my mailbox.
Most importantly, I am grateful for the prayers that have gotten me through some trying
times. I feel so blessed to have you all in my life.
Love, Romelle Webber

You are invited to come and worship
the Lord through
Prayer and Thanksgiving on:
Tuesdays
1:00-2:00 PM
Chapel, Rm 5

I n
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Wednesdays
6:00-6:30 AM
Sanctuary
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Women’s Ministry Luncheon
Ladies, you are cordially invited to a

Women’s Ministry
Luncheon
Saturday, May 18th
11:30-1:30 p.m.
Family Life Center
Mark your calendars!
Our Keynote Speaker will be Kelly Johnson, author of Being Brave—A Journey to
the Life God Dreams for You.
This event is open to ALL women in the community, so help us get the word out
by inviting family and friends. There is a requested donation of $7.00 to cover
your lunch...there will be sign-up sheets in your April bulletins and we must have
payment at the same time. Checks should be made payable to: EBUMC with
“Women’s Luncheon” on the memo line.
For more information contact Athena Rhodes at (athenarhodes@ebumc.net) or
call 757-748-4811.

I n
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April 6th—Spring Cleaning Day at Ebenezer 8am-3pm
We will meet at church and help in cleaning the church inside and/or out.
Bring gloves if you want to work outside and wear old clothing. If you can
donate 3-4 hours it would be welcomed and count toward community hours.
The church needs our help!!
April 7th—”Mix & Mingle” at 10:20 then attend traditional service.

April 23rd Final Payment for Mission Trip is Due!

Y
0

April 26th—”Movie, Games and Lock-in” - We will have drop off at 7PM and pick
up at 9AM. Bring your sleeping bags or air mattresses. Also...please bring a package of Men’s boxers (Med, Large, or XL) or Women’s underwear to donate to the
homeless. We will have breakfast in the morning before departing.

U
T
H
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April 28th—”Congregational Cards and Games” - following the service we will
make cards for those in our congregation with April Watkins and have youth
games.
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Back by Popular
Demand!

YOGA
Ebenezer Church
Family Life Center

Wednesdays starting May 1st
5:30-6:30/$5.00 fee per class
Bring your mat and water bottle

Saturday, April 6th
8am—3pm
Plan now to come and help give the inside and outside of the church and church grounds
a good cleaning.
The Trustees need our help and the more the merrier! If you plan to do outside work, a
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church
The Church that L O V E is building...one life at a time.
1589 Steeple Drive
Suffolk, Virginia 23433
Phone: (757) 238-2359
Fax: (757) 238-7765
E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net

HE IS RISEN!

Join us in Worship!
Sunday Worship
8:00 AM
9:15 AM
9:30 AM
9:30 AM
10:45 AM
11:00 AM

Traditional Worship
Coffee Fellowship (FLC)
Christian Education (all ages)
Contemporary Worship
Adult Christian Education
Traditional Worship

Our Staff
OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS”
Won Lee, Pastor
wonlee@ebumc.net

Cell: 540-395-4331

Connie Schau, Dir. of Preschool
connieschau@ebumc.net
Cell: 617-9889
Athena Rhodes, Dir. of Children & Family Ministries
athenarhodes@ebumc.net
Cell: 748-4811
Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Dir. of Youth & Congregational Care
jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net
Cell: 477-8330
Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant
sheilasmith@ebumc.net
Office: 238-2359
Office Hours || 9- 5 Monday thru Friday

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music
The deadline for newsletter submissions for the
M a y 2 0 1 9 issue is
Friday, April 12, 2019.
Send newsletter submissions to:
ebenezer@ebumc.net
Reminder: All activities requiring the use of church
facilities must be cleared through the church office.

Connie Palmer, Pianist
Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator

Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship
Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,
Contemporary Worship
Contact the church office to reach these staff members.

