
Giving Thanks in All Circumstances

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

What are you thankful for? Someone said they had five things to 
be thankful for. 

1. Automatic dishwashers—they make it possible to get out of 
the kitchen before the family comes in for their after-dinner 
snacks.

2. Husbands who attacks small repair jobs around the house. 
They usually make them big enough to call in professionals.

3. Children who put away their things and clean up after 
themselves. They’re such a joy, you hate to see them go home
to their own parents.

4. Gardening—it’s a relief to deal with dirt outside the house for
a change.

5. Smoke alarms—they let you know when the turkey’s done.

We have lots of things to be thankful for. We thank God for life, 
for families, for friends. We have freedom, we have food, we 
have a place to live in. All of these are reasons for us to be 
thankful. 

However, there are also many people who are in a very difficult 
and challenging circumstance out in the world. This week’s news
says that in Kenya at least 29 people were killed due to heavy 
rain which triggered a landslide. 

Another news story says that the United Nations alerted the 
looming risk of famine in the Horn of Africa because of severe 

drought. Because of it, more than five million people are 
threatened, mostly Somalis. 

In Chile, Iraq, and Hong Kong, protesters rose against their 
governments, and so far over 350 people have died.

Victims of senseless violence is not only a story of another 
country, but it also has happened near us. In May this year, a 
mass shooting occurred in a municipal building in Virginia 
Beach and a former city employee killed twelve people and  four 
were injured. 

To most people Thanksgiving Day is a time when family and 
friends gather together to stop and give thanks to God for what 
God has done for them. However, to these victims of natural and 
man-made disasters, what will Thanksgiving Day would be like?

With that question in your mind, I want to invite you to the book 
of Job in the Bible. In the first chapter of the book of Job, Job is 
introduced as a good man. He is a rich man and a successful 
business man. He is married with ten kids. 

Job 1:3 says, “He was the greatest man among all the people 
of the East.”

Job and his family had plenty of resources and they hardly had a 
care in the world. 

God has called His angels to heaven and Satan, Lucifer, was 
called up too. God said to Satan, “Have you noticed my friend 
Job? There is no one quite like him. He is honest and totally 
devoted to God and hating evil.” 



Satan said to God, “So do you think Job does all that out of the 
goodness of his heart? No! Job worships You because life is 
good for him. He has his wife, his children and his business. 
He is rich and healthy. You have made life easy for Job. If You
reached down and took away everything that he has, He would 
curse You right to your face.”

God replied, “Alright, we will see. You can attack him but don’t
hurt him.”

The first thing that happened to Job was losing his business. Job 
had 1000 oxen, 500 donkeys. And the Sabeans, a neighboring 
tribe, came in, stole them, killed a number of his servants. One of
them escaped, ran to Job and told him, “Job, the Sabeans have 
taken all your oxen and donkeys and they have gone.”

While he was giving him that news, somebody else came running
in and said, “Job, you have 7000 sheep; they were out grazing 
when lightning hit the dry field. It burst into flames and all 
your sheep were killed and some of your servants were killed as
well. And I escaped to come and tell you.”

And then another servant came running in and said, “Job, you 
have 3000 camels – the Chaldeans have raided and taken them 
off and every one of them is gone.”

And then the worst news of all came when somebody came 
running in and said, “Job, your sons and daughters were having
a party in the oldest son’s house when a tornado swept in off 
the desert and struck the house. It collapsed on them and they 
died.” 

However, even in the midst of all these disasters and losses, Job 
didn’t blame God for what had happened to him. In chapter 2, 
Satan was brought back into heaven and Satan said, “Well, you 
know when You said, ‘Don’t hurt him?’, Job is so selfish, so as
long as he doesn’t hurt physically, he can afford to lose all of 
his other things.”

So, God replied, “All right. Go ahead.  You can do what you 
like with him, but don’t kill him.” 

After that, Job got sick and he became afflicted with a horrible 
skin disease from head to toe. He sat in an ash heap, which at 
least was sterile. He scratched himself with broken pottery. Then 
his wife turned nasty. She turned against Job and said, “Curse 
God and then die.”

And then Job went into a deep depression. It was so deep that he 
wished he was dead. He wished that he had never been born. 

And then four of his friends came to see Job. Three of them came
initially and then another one came later. The best thing those 
friends did was for the first seven days when they sat down with 
Job and said nothing. When they opened their mouths and tried 
to explain why all these happened to Job, they were not helpful at
all. Their reasoning was this: “Job, there must be sin in you. 
You must have done something wrong to deserve this. You are 
reaping what you sowed. God is judging you.” They took 35 
chapters of the book of Job to say that repeatedly. 

Does it ring a bell to you? Many times, we say to ourselves and 
we hear people saying to us that, ‘If I suffer, if you are facing 
trouble, suffering or disease, there must be something which I did
wrong. Because I didn’t do right, prosperity doesn’t follow me. 



But is that true? Does this explain why Somalis suffer the famine
and many are dying of hunger? Does this explain why people 
died in a municipal building in Virginia Beach? These people 
were suffering and they died because they did something wrong 
in the eyes of God? Absolutely not. That is not true.  

There are some people who like to jump into events and to make 
a quick conclusion. These people would say 911 happens 
because God is judging America. Hurricane Katrina hit New 
Orleans because God is judging New Orleans. This is not true. 
Every bad thing is not a result of God’s judgement. 

If this is true, you will be thankful to God only when things are 
going well with you, when you are healthy and when you are 
materially prosperous, when the sun is shining, the sky is blue, 
and the grass is green. On the other hands, you won’t be thankful 
to God when things are not going well, when you get sick, when 
you become poor and needy. 

You will think that you suffer because God is judging you and 
God is angry at you. But Job’s story proves that, when you 
suffer, that is not necessarily because you did something wrong 
to God. 

In the midst of pain and suffering, Job says in Job 23:8-10

“But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I go to the west, I do 
not find him. When he is at work in the north, I do not see 
him; when he turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. 
But he knows the way that I take; when he has tested me, I 
will come forth as gold.”

Here Job says, “If you ask me where God is in all of this, my 
answer is that I do not know. I have no wonderful story to tell
you of what God has done. I have no up-to-date testimony to 
give you. I have no miraculous intervention I can tell you 
about. BUT… He knows that way that I take.” 

In other words, Job was saying “I don’t know where God is, 
but God knows where I am. I don’t know and I don’t 
understand all this, but I know that God has a plan for me.”

Even in the most difficult and painful circumstance, Job kept his 
faith and he still trusted in God. How? Because Job believed that 
even though he couldn’t understand everything that was 
happening, and he did understand what God was doing, God 
knows where Job is, and God has a plan for him. 

Tapestry is a form of textile art, traditionally woven by hand on a
loom. Have you seen a front and backside of a tapestry. (Show 
Tapestry Photo 1) This is the backside of the tapestry. Can you 
tell what it is? It is hard to tell, isn’t it? Let me show you the 
front side of it (Show Tapestry Photo2). To our surprise, this is 
a beautiful woven white ram. 

When we go through trials and hardships in life, it is like we are 
looking at the backside of a tapestry. We don’t understand why 
all these hardships are happening to us. We don’t understand 
where God is and what He is doing. But, in the end, we will 
know that God has a wonderful plan for us. So, we can give 
thanks to God in all circumstances even in a difficult and tough 
times.  



God restored much of what Job had lost. At the end of the story, 
God made him twice as prosperous as he was before. Job and his 
wife had another ten children. 

But this doesn’t make it a happily-ever-after story. I am sure 
there were times when Job and his wife would talk about their 
children, the kids who had died in the house that had fallen on 
them which might make them laugh and chuckle and then the 
laughter would turn to tears as they knew those children would 
never come back. 

You can have more child, but you cannot replace a child. Job 
would have lived with a pain in his heart for the rest of his days. 
But Job learned to give thanks to God in all circumstances for 
God is the God of all circumstances and He has a good and 
wonderful plan for us. 

Therefore, like Paul says in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, let us 
rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  


