
Mary: Little Girl with Big Faith 

Luke 1:26-56 

Can you imagine the world without Christmas? What would 

December would be like if there was no Christmas? Elliot and Eric 

have been waiting for December since their birthdays have passed. 

Why? Because they believe something good can happen in 

December and a gift will be waiting for them on Christmas morning. 

But suppose that there was no Christmas and no Christmas gifts. 

What would December look like? 

If you have been at the church in the evening recently, you must 

have noticed the fascinating Christmas lights installed at the house 

across from the church. This house has really outdone their 

neighbors in their Christmas decorations. You can see stars, angels, 

all other Christmas lights surrounding the house.  

And imagine that there were no Christmas lights, no Christmas trees, 

no carols. What would your home and neighborhood look like?  

I am sure that, without Christmas, December would be much 

different than it is now. Trees don’t have many leaves and the grass 

is not nearly green in December. So, December would be just one 

of the coldest, the darkest, and the gloomiest seasons of the year. 

And this is exactly what the days were like in the world before 

Jesus was born.  

Israel once was a mighty nation ruled by King David and thriving 

under King Solomon. Israel divided into two countries, often ruled 

by wicked rulers who misguided Israel people away from the 

worship of God. There were sporadic revivals, but they had never 

returned to their former glory of David’s kingdom.  

For nearly 800 years before Jesus was born, Israel had been under 

the control of the superpowers within the Middle East. The 

Assyrians ruled the Middle East back in the 8th century, then the 

Babylonians replaced them as the dominant world power. And then 

the Persians replaced them, then the Greeks under Alexander the 

Great took control over Israel. And then 64 years before Jesus was 

born, the Romans had become the superpower of that part of the 

world.   

And it seemed that God had moved on without Israel. For about 

four hundred years before Jesus was born, the prophets stopped 

speaking to God’s people. It seemed as though God was silent to 

His people. To make things worse to Israel people, their own king, 

Herod, was a ruthless, corrupt king installed by Caesar and 

distrusted by the people.  

Before Jesus was born, Israel people were going through the darkest 

and the coldest seasons of their nation. People became weary and 

downtrodden. They had lost heart and hope.  

And yet, in the midst of this bleak midwinter, in the midst of a dark 

world, God broke the silence and He sent his message of hope 

through the Angel Gabriel. This message of God’s hope and God’s 

salvation came upon a little girl in Nazareth named Mary.  

When the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, she was probably 14, 15, 

or 16 years old because we know that she was betrothed to Joseph. 

Her hometown, Nazareth was so insignificant that Nathanael said, 



when he discovered Jesus was from Nazareth, “Can anything good 

come out of Nazareth?”  

In Mary’s time, people would have considered Mary as a just 

nobody in a nothing town in the middle of nowhere. There was 

nothing special, nothing extraordinary about Mary. Nobody would 

pay attention to her and nobody would remember her name. But 

God knew Mary and He chose her for a special mission.   

When Gabriel appeared to Mary, she was surprised and fearful of 

the angelic visit. Gabriel said to Mary, (Luke 1:30-33), “Do not be 

afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive 

and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.” “He will 

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will 

reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never 

end.” 

And Mary responded to the angel in verse 34, “How will this be?” 

Mary’s initial response was somewhat skeptical. How can these 

things happen to me? How are you going to do it? And it is human 

nature that we question God. How?    

God gives us His promise of new hope, new life, and salvation. We 

ask God, “How? How can this happen? I do not see anything 

happening on the horizon. Powerful enemies like the Romans are 

surrounding us. Our help seems too far away. It seems that God is 

silent.” 

God’s answer to Mary was in verse 35, “The Holy Spirit will 

come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you” and in verse 37, “For nothing is impossible with God.” 

God’s answer to us is also the same. God says to us today, “The 

Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of God will 

overshadow you. There is nothing impossible with God.”  

When Jesus came, Jewish people rejected Him because Jesus didn’t 

meet their expectations. They expected the Messiah would be a 

military leader who would throw off the Romans and re-establish 

their independence and give them back their dignity. When they 

discovered that Jesus was not from a royal family but from a poor 

family, and He was not a military leader but a carpenter, they were 

disappointed, and they rejected Jesus.  

I am afraid that we do the same thing. We like to live in a realm of 

normality where everything is explicable, predictable, 

understandable and reasonable. We feel that we have some great 

need and we mold God to the shape of that need and then we expect 

God will work in a way we want. When things don’t happen as we 

expected, we complain, we doubt, and we reject God.  

But God surprises us with His unexpected invitation whose message 

seems almost impossible to happen. God’s promise seems totally 

beyond our capability and human normality.  

That’s why many people doubt God’s message and hesitate to 

follow Him. And that is why many people hold back and refuse to 

obey God saying, “I don’t want to go there.” “It is too big for me”, 

“It is too risky”, “It is beyond my capabilities.” “It is just not my 

thing.”   

But Mary believed in God. Instead of clinging to her own 

expectations on what God should be like and what God should do, 

Mary trusted in God and believed in God’s promises. 



Mary’s story tells us that we need to go through a complete change 

of thinking when we follow God. Instead of focusing on my needs, 

my wants, my plans, my abilities, my ways, we must focus on God, 

His will, His plan, His work, and obey God.  

What God requires of us is not our ability, but our faith. It was not 

her ability or her background which pleased God; it was her faith 

which pleased God. Mary was a little girl, but she had big faith that 

trusted in God throughout her whole life.  

I want to show you one contemporary painting. (Show a painting) 

This has become a popular visual icon of Christmas. It’s a powerful 

and simple piece of art. Mary is seen consoling Eve, redirecting her 

guilt-ridden head upward toward the baby inside Mary.  

In Eve’s one hand is the forbidden fruit; but her other hand is upon 

Mary’s stomach, reflecting on the fruit of her womb who will one 

day defeat the sin and death ushered in by the first family.  

Underneath their feet is a snake, who entangled Eve, but upon 

whom Mary is confidently stepping. Mary’s obedience would help 

lead to the end of Eve’s disobedience. Just as the fruit of the first 

woman ushered death and sin into the world, so would the fruit of a 

woman defeat sin and death. All these happened through Mary’s 

trust in God and obedience to God. 

Mary believed in God and gave birth to Christ. And think of what 

Jesus achieved before he started ministry in his age of thirty. Jesus 

became neither a military leader, neither a famous politician nor a 

successful businessman. He became a normal carpenter who 

supported his family. Still Mary kept her faith in God and in God’s 

promise.  

Finally Jesus started God’s work at the age of thirty, but in three 

years, he was betrayed, falsely accused, tortured and died on the 

cross. People in the world could have said that Jesus’ life was a 

total failure. But Mary kept her faith and she believed in God and 

what He said through angel Gabriel. She endured all these years of 

tears and heart-break. She trusted in God even at times when she 

was standing at the foot of the cross. 

Some people may have no expectation at all on Christmas. To them 

Christmas is just one of the holidays when you spend time with 

family and friends. To these people I want to say that without 

Christmas we live only a cold, dark and gloomy winter in our lives. 

Some other people may have great expectations on what can happen 

on Christmas, but it has to be their way. But if you truly experience 

the Christmas miracle, you must humble yourself, open yourself to 

God, and trust in God. The Messiah comes to us in unexpected 

ways. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 


