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CHURCH RE-OPENING PLAN
Tentative Target Date: August 2nd
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Reopening Church Plan Update
Our Healthy Church Team (HCT) met with District Superintendent,
Rev. Wayne Snead, via ZOOM on Tuesday, June 30th and presented
our reopening church plan for in-person worship. This 9-page plan
includes Cleaning Plan, Registration Plan, Worship Plan, Technology
and Communication Plan. Our HCT plan describes how our church
is going to meet all the requirements which the Conference
Technical Assistance Manual demands every local church to follow
for returning to in-person worship. Ebenezer HCT plan can be
found on our church website at www.ebumc.net. If you want to
have a paper copy of this plan, please contact the church office at
238-2359.
Our Healthy Church Team also has set the target date for in-person
worship service as Sunday, August 2nd. The opening date is subject
to change depending on the preparation progress and COVID-19
circumstances. We will start with one service at 11:00 a.m.
alternating between Family Life Center and Sanctuary in the main
building. A trial run service will meet one Sunday in July with HCT
members only.
(Continued on Pg. 4)
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2—Megan Draughn
3—Meredith Ketten
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9—Lynne Hundley
Ricky Morgan
11—Adam Ruehl
12—Kendall Draughn
14—Angie Hurst
15—Bob Earl
Larissa Knowles
16—Cheryl Carter

17—Wesley Sorrentino
Marilyn Wagner
21—Connie Ketten
Rob Pitsenbarger
23—Art Latimer
24—Kevin Ange
27—Debbie Woodyard
28—Andy Milton
30—Kristen LePore
31—Zach Woodworth
John Yow
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2—Ron & Ginny Fravel
7—Bob & Berni Harris
10—Bill & CoCo Cary
14—Walt & Jamie Newman
19—Mike Adams & Kate Bouvier
21—Rich & Susan Corey
29—James & Melanie Cena
31—Zach & Teresa Woodworth
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES

BIBLE STUDY

The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class is continuing their study of the Book of
Psalms. This class is now meeting via Zoom on Monday nights at 6:30. Please let Bob Earl
know if you would like to join them. 621-6341 or dsearl@charter.net.

Even after we are once again able/comfortable with meeting in-person together ,
you will still be able to access worship and other opportunities online.
Facebook Live can be accessed through Facebook if you have an account,
or through our website www.ebumc.net.
Worship via Facebook Live at 11:00 a.m. Sunday mornings
For the Zoom meetings, you will receive an email with a link to join.
Our Daily Devotional is now available after 8:00 a.m. on Facebook Live,
so you can watch it at your convenience.
Join us for Prayer on Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. via Zoom
I n

T o u c h

P a g e

4

(continued from Front Page) - RE-OPENING CHURCH

Everyone who wants to attend in-person worship service must pre-register, wear
mask throughout a service, keep 6-ft social distancing, and comply with all other
safety requirements. Children of any age are welcome to attend a service if they
keep their mask on the entire time and remain with their parents at all times.
Please read the HCT plan for detailed information of the in-person worship
procedures and requirements. Even though we return to in-person worship, we will
continue to live-stream our services via Facebook, YouTube and the church
website.
HCT will keep our church members updated about the reopening church process.
As it gets closer to the reopening date for in-person worship, HCT will give more
detailed instructions on how to attend an in-person worship service. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact Pastor Won or Brian Webber, church
council chair.
Blessings,

Pastor Won

We may not be able to gather together for a neighborhood parade or fireworks,
but that doesn’t mean we can’t celebrate Independence Day! So, even if you don’t
see this until after July 4th, I encourage you to click on this link and listen to “God
Bless the USA” featuring Lee Greenwood and the United States Air Force Band. It
will do your heart good! And, take a moment to be in prayer for our country!
https://www.military.com/video/air-force-teams-lee-greenwood-patriotic-god-bless-usa-performance
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Even through the storms of life...
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The Missions Corner
Next meeting TBD

…from the Loaves & Fishes
Food Pantry
Thank you for your gifts of volunteering and many donations
of food, toiletries, cleaning products and gift cards in June.
Through your gifts, Ebenezer’s food pantry reached 164
adults and 182 children who were struggling with food insecurity in our community.

I cannot tell you how many times your light shined in the eyes
and smiles of those in receipt of the bounty which you provided.
- Your Missions Team

WE CARE
In June, We Care has delivered a total of 29 hats & booties, 12 bereavement gowns and
wraps, 12 sacks and 38 baby blankets to Riverside Hospital Sentara Norfolk General, Chesapeake Regional Hospital and CHKD. So the cabinets should be empty!!! Oh No. As a result of
the shutdown, 8 lap blankets, 4 prayer shawls, 17 baby blankets and 10 foster bags have
been added to the cabinets. No idle fingers here!

Remember, our hands serve Christ,
Janie Murrell
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY EVENTS
* New Children’s Church lessons being prepared to launch on FaceBook and the
* Updates being completed for Children’s Ministry on website

* “Staycation” Bible School under way!
Please contact me if you are available and would like to help:
> create/make/distribute take home activity bags
> be part of a video story, craft Or science experiment
> donate supplies (list will be posted soon)

Children’s virtual project
We are going to create a virtual collage!
- email or txt me with child/ren’s name/s
- I will send back a word for each name given to me
- The child/ren will “create” their word using whatever medium they
wish - for example write it in sand, dirt, pudding, soup... build it with legos, blocks,
rocks, etc. sculpt, paint or draw, Use magazines, photos, etc your creativity your
imagination.
- send me a photo of the word - the child/ren can be in the photo
(please include a release for me to use their photo) I would love to see them! The
word should be clearly visible though
- watch for the final project on Facebook and our Church website.

* “Take Out” Church coming soon with summer activities for the family.

CONTACT: Teresa Woodworth, Director of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net or 540-422-9396
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WORDS OF COMFORT
By this time, you have either had enough of this pandemic and are ready to throw
caution to the wind (I hope not!) or you have resigned yourself to the fact that this
is going to take a while longer to feel safety in crowds. We pray that everyone will
remember that when you wear a mask, you are protecting the ones you love just in
case you are a carrier but not presenting any symptoms.

If the isolation is bringing on a lot of anxiety, turn off the TV and read your Bible,
read these comforting words, or pick up the phone and call someone just to have
some personal contact. You are never truly alone, but for some it’s hard to admit
that they need help or that they are lonely...sometimes, friends, you may have to
be the one to reach out!

Isaiah 41: 10
Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous hand.

Hebrews 13:18
For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, “Do
not fear, I will help you”.
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“6 FOOT ACTION NIGHT” OR “6 at 6 “
WE ARE SUSPENDING YOUTH WEDNESDAY NIGHT ZOOM AND MAKING
THINGS EXCITING FOR SUMMER... OUR YOUTH ARE GOING TO BE MEETING AT THE
CHURCH, AS WELL AS OTHER LOCATIONS TO KEEP IT FRESH AND EXCITING,
ON WEDNESDAYS AT 6:00 KEEPING 6 FEET APART WHICH IS WHERE NAME CAME
FROM). EACH WEEK ON FB OR GROUPME IT WILL BE POSTED WHERE WE WILL MEET AND
WHAT TO BRING. THEY WILL BE ENGAGING IN VARIOUS FUN ACTIVITIES. PLEASE BRING
YOUR BAGGED DINNER AND DRINK! YOUTH AND PARENTS NEED TO KEEP UP WITH FACEBOOK AND GROUPME TO SEE WHAT THAT WEDNESDAY IS GOING TO INVOLVE (PARENTS
ARE WELCOME, IF YOUR YOUTH APPROVES).
JULY 1ST YOUTH WILL MEET IN FRONT OF TRADITIONAL AT 6:00. PLEASE BRING AN OLD
WHITE T SHIRT THAT CAN GET PAINT ON IT, WEAR SHORTS AND SHIRT OR APPROPRIATE
BATHING SUIT (LIKELY TO GET WET), TOWEL AND YOUR DINNER. WE WILL DO AN ACTIVITY, EAT ON YOUR BLANKET/CHAIR (MAINTAINING 6 FEET) AND HAVE SOME MORE FUN BEFORE DEPARTING AT 8!!!! WELCOME TO BRING A FRIEND. WE ALSO HAVE A PRIZE AT THE
END.
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The following donations to the Memorial Fund have been made in loving memory of Gary Robertson by:
Art & Mary Ainslie Latimer, William & Elizabeth Sibbick, C.E. & H. Civic Association, and Bob & Janie Murrell.
In loving memory of Stanley Dennis by:
Linda Bean, Ms. Margaret T.T. Bailey, Art & Mary Ainslie Latimer, Ronnie & Faye Darden, and
Hamilton R. Dwyer, Jr.
In loving memory of Billie Marie King (Sandy Canada’s mother) by Jean T. Hodges

Humbly Leaning on the Lord
For God sets Himself against the proud (the insolent, the overbearing, the disdainful,
the presumptuous, the boastful) land He opposes, frustrates, and defeats them),
but gives grace (favor, blessing) to the humble. 1 Peter 5:5
Humility is knowing we cannot succeed by trusting I ourselves and our own human effort. Instead, we
rust in God, thankful that He does what we cannot. As we follow the leadig of the Holy Spirit and lean
on Him at all times, He always equips us to do what we should be doing. Most human failure comes
from people trying to do things in their own strength without relying on Go.
I have found that when I feel frustrated that you stop and ask yourself if you are doing the same things.
Works of the flesh equal frustration, and works of the flesh mean that I am working without God.
We can live the joyful, overcoming life God has for us when we realize God helps those who know they
cannot help themselves—those who realize they are totally dependent on Him and are grateful that He
will provide everything they need.—The Power of Being Thankful, Joyce Meyer
Dear Lord,
I am so very thankful that I don’t have to face each day alone.
All I have to do is call your name and lift my failures and concerns up to you.
And you, in your perfect timing, will answer each and every prayer.
Thank you, Lord, for your guidance and love.
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church
The Church that L O V E is building...one life at a time.
1589 Steeple Drive
Suffolk, Virginia 23433
Phone: (757) 238-2359
Fax: (757) 238-7765
E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net

Join us in Worship
Sunday mornings at
11:00
Via
Facebook
www.ebumc.net

Our Staff
OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS”

Won Lee, Pastor
wonlee@ebumc.net

Cell: 540-395-4331

Connie Schau, Dir. of Preschool
connieschau@ebumc.net

Cell: 617-9889

Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Dir. of Youth & Congregational Care
jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net
Cell: 477-8330
Teresa Woodworth, Dir. Of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net
Cell: 540-422-9396
Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant
sheilasmith@ebumc.net
Office: 238-2359
Office Hours || 9- 5 Monday thru Friday

The deadline for newsletter submissions for the
A u g u s t 2 0 2 0 issue is
Friday, July 10, 2020
Send newsletter submissions to:
ebenezer@ebumc.net
Reminder: All activities requiring the use of church
facilities must be cleared through the church office.

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music
Connie Palmer, Pianist
Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator
Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship
Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,
Contemporary Worship
Contact the church office to reach these staff members.

