
Return to the Lord 

1 Samuel 7:1-12 

Last Monday Young and I took them to Windsor Castle Park in 

Smithfield to walk the trail. There were not many people in the park, 

and we were able to walk on the trail keeping social distancing.  

We enjoyed being out in the woods, watching trees and hearing birds’ 

sound. While we were walking on the trail, something in the wood 

caught Eric attention and he stopped to see it closely. Young and Elliot 

kept walking on, and I was standing there and watching him from 

some distance away.  

Eric finally got up after seeing the plant on the ground and he looked 

around. I was standing on the trail, but apparently he didn’t see me 

standing there. I saw him keeping looking around. He looked lost and 

he began to call mom in a tearful voice. I walked up toward him and 

said, “Eric, I am here. I see you.” Eric saw me and ran toward me. He 

grabbed my leg hard and said, “Dad, where were you? I thought I was 

lost.” And I told him, “Eric, I was here watching you. You are safe. I 

will never abandon you.” 

I am sure that some of you have had the same experience when you 

were little. You go somewhere with your parent and you feel you are 

lost when you don’t see your parent. I have had the same experience.  

What I realize is that, for a child, being lost is not a matter of 

geography but it is more a matter of relationship. For a child, even 

though you know where you are geographically, you still feel lost and 

abandoned if you don’t know where your parent is.  

Some of us here today, even though you know where you are 

geographically, you may still be lost because you do not know where 

your spiritual Parent, your Heavenly Father is in relation to you. If we 

never find our true relationship with God, even though we have settled 

life, we are lost people and we will find emptiness in our hearts.   

If any of you feel lost spiritually today, if any of you feel the 

emptiness in your hearts, today’s message is for you because this is the 

message from the heart of God who longs to be in relationship with 

you again. Today’s message is God’s invitation to you to return home. 

This all begins when we return to God.  

For the last two weeks we read the book of 1 Samuel and saw how the 

people of God had degenerated spiritually. For decades, the chosen 

people of God had been lost. They kept their traditions, rituals, 

religious routines, but they lost their relationship with God. God was 

not in their worship, in their religious practices and in their hearts.  

Let me quick remind you of the last week’s bible story.  

Israel has been in battle with the Philistines. In this battle, Israel army 

had been beaten; four thousand of their soldiers had been killed.  

The rest of the Israel army returned to camp and said, “Why did the 

Lord allow us to be defeated today? Let’s take the Ark of the Lord’s 

Covenant from Shiloh so that it may go with us and save us from our 

enemy.” 

So, Israel people took the Ark of the Covenant into the battle. 

However, to their dismay, the Philistines beat them even harder than 

the previous time. This time thirty thousand Israel soldiers were killed. 

Not only that, the Ark of the Covenant was captured.  



Not only that, Hophni and Phinehas, who were carrying the Ark, were 

killed. Not only that Eli who heard the news fell off the chair in which 

he was sitting, broke his neck, and died. What a tragic story it is.  

When Israel trusted in the object of the Ark of the Covenant instead of 

trusting God, when they used God instead of trusting God, the 

consequence was tragic.  

Let me tell you what happened to the Ark of the Covenant which Israel 

people lost in the battle. The Philistines took the Ark into Ashdod, one 

of major cities in Philistine, and they took it to the temple of their god, 

Dagon.  

Next morning, they went into Dagon’s temple, and to their 

amazement, Dagon had fallen over. They propped him back up again. 

Next morning, they went to Dagon’s temple again, and it had fallen 

over again. This time his head had broken off and his arms had broken 

off. People of Ashdod said, “The Ark of God of Israel must not stay 

here. His hand is heavy upon us and upon Dagon, our God.” 

So they took the Ark down to the town of Gath and when the Ark 

arrived in the city, there was an outbreak of tumors among the people 

in Gath and people broke into a panic. So they passed it on the next 

city and the same thing happened. They passed this Ark around 

Philistine territory like a hot potato for seven months, and wherever it 

went, the same thing happened to the Philistines. 

Finally, the Philistines said, “We better send this Ark back to Israel. 

This is not doing any good at all.” Philistines sent the Ark back to 

Israel on an ox cart. The Ark came to Beth Shemesh, which was the 

border town of Israel. But Israel people didn’t take it back to Shiloh 

where all the tragedy of Eli and his son’s ministry had taken place 

because God had moved out of Shiloh.  

So, today’s passage, 1 Samuel 7, begins by saying that the Ark of the 

covenant was brought to the place called Kiriath Jearim. People set it 

up in the house of a man called Abinadab, and his son Eleazar guarded 

it. And it stayed there for twenty years all together. 

And something happened to Israel people. Something different 

happened than what happened in Shiloh. In Shiloh, Israel people said, 

“Let’s take the Ark. It will save us.”  

But this time, verses 4-6 says, “So the Israelites put away their 

Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the Lord only. Then Samuel 

said, “Assemble all Israel at Mizpah, and I will intercede with the 

Lord for you.” When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew 

water and poured it out before the Lord. On that day they fasted 

and there they confessed, “We have sinned against the Lord.” 

Here we see different Israel people. Twenty years ago in Shiloh, they 

worshiped God but without putting their heart. They used the Ark in 

their battle but they didn’t trust God.  

This time Israel people began to cry out to God. They trusted neither 

their methods, neither their techniques, neither rituals nor other objects 

of dependence but they began to trust God and Him alone.  

The Philistines were coming again to fight with Israel and this time, 

Israel people said in verse 8, “Do not stop crying out to the Lord our 

God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the 

Philistines.” When they sincerely cried out to God, God heard them, 

and God saved them.  

Thin morning, I want us to remember two key words that today’s 

passage teaches us so that we can also live a Christian life that 

experience the power of the living God who gives victory to us.  



1 Samuel 7:3 says, “So Samuel said to all the Israelites, “If you are 

returning to the Lord with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of 

the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the 

Lord and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of 

the Philistines.” 

The first word is “Remove”. You must remove something from your 

life. Samuel said to the Israelites, “If you are returning to the Lord 

with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and 

the Ashtoreths.”  

God says the same thing to us. We must get rid of every object which 

we rely on in our life other than God Himself. Some people may say I 

don’t rely on anything. But every one of us depends on something. If 

it’s not God, it will be something else. Israel people began to rely on 

Baals who was believed to bring fertility. But God says get rid of your 

Baals. Your idols, you lord, your master, these things that have come 

into your life, they are your Baals. 

The second key word is “Return.” Having removed these objects of 

dependence, Samuel said in verse 3, you must return to the Lord 

with all your heart. Someone said, “One of the biggest needs in 

Christians is not actually to go on. It is to go back.” 

When Israel people removed their idol gods and when they return to 

the Lord, God gave them a huge victory on that day over the 

Philistines.  

And 1 Samuel 7:12  says, “Samuel took a stone and set it up 

between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying, ‘Thus 

far has the Lord helped us.’ So the Philistines were subdued and 

did not invade Israelite territory again.” 

In this passage we have our church’s name, Ebenezer which means 

“thus far the Lord has helped us”. 

Samuel raised up a stone saying this is not about me. It’s not about my 

strength or my resources or my ability. This is about God and His 

victory and His strength and His working. 

Dear friends we also need to remember today as we fight this battle 

against the pandemic, against division in our nation, against fear and 

hatred in the world, “it is not about you and your strength or some 

new technique or your ability or your plan. No. This is Ebenezer. 

We must remove things that we relied on other things than God. 

And we must return to the Lord with all our hearts.”  

When we return to God, He is already there with His arms wide open 

to receive us and embrace us, to help us and to save us. I hope and 

pray that when we look back this year, 2020, we will remember this 

year as one of the Ebenezer moments and tell our children that we 

returned to the Lord and He helped us on that day. 


