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Sunday, August 2nd, we met in the Family Life Center for our first
in-person worship service. Attendance was small, but it was good
to see some folks we hadn’t seen in a while. We followed all the
guidelines for disinfecting the space before and after, as well as
checking temperatures at check-in and social distancing requirements.
Our next worship service will be in the Sanctuary at 11:00 on Sunday, August 9th. Again, you are reminded that you need to register
to attend and answer the COVID-19 health questions each week.
This link (
) will take you directly to the Conference website
and the questionnaire. Complete questionnaires go directly to
Pastor Won for privacy.
If you haven’t seen our “Back to Church” instructional video yet,
you may do so from the main page of our website.
A schedule of dates and location of our August and September
worship services may be found on Pg. 4. Note: Subject to change
based on mandates by the Governor and ultimately by the Bishop.
We will share any updates with you are necessary.
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@ebumc.suffolk

3—Lennie Blanchard
4—Larry Zimmerman
5—Kellie Horton
Pat Mertig
7—Roger Bryant
Buddy Northey
8—Ann Northey
11—Charles Bradshaw
Thomas Hazelwood
Krista Palmer
Boo VanStraten
14—Ron Keltner

17—Laura Campbell
Jake Newman
Wendy Paquette
18—Tom Collette
19—Payton Hobson
20—Cohen Pitsenbarger
23—Faye Darden
Arya Liebeskind
26—Wolfgang Liebeskind
Sheila Smith
28—Burt Bronner
29—Sandi Milton
Maggie Woodworth
31—Reeve Luecke

1—John & Nina McConnell (Happy 50th!)
7—Dick & Carolyn Barry
10—Michael & Pam Saks
ebumc.net

22—Buddy & Ann Northey
24—Jesse & Sandy Canada
27—Ed & Cheryl Carter
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES

BIBLE STUDY

The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class is continuing their study of the Book of
Psalms. This class is now meeting via Zoom on Monday nights at 6:30. Please let Bob Earl
know if you would like to join them. 621-6341 or dsearl@charter.net.

Even though we are now able to meet in-person with restrictions,
we will still continue to live stream our Sunday morning worship
at 11:00 through Facebook. You may access it through our website
www.ebumc.net
You are encouraged to join us via Zoom on Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m.
as we come together in prayer.
Reminder emails are sent out with a link to join.
Our Daily Devotional is now available after 8:00 a.m. on Facebook Live,
so you can watch it at your convenience.
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP
Anyone who wishes to attend worship is required to pre-register through our
website and submit a COVID-19 Health Evaluation Form (which goes directly to
Pastor Won); more details available on our website www.ebumc.net.
Worship Schedule
We plan to have one service at 11:00 a.m., but will be alternating worship spaces so
that we can offer both contemporary and traditional worship experiences.
August 9th—Main building, traditional
August 16th—FLC, contemporary
August 23rd—Main building, traditional

August 30th—FLC, contemporary
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Shine on, friends!

Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being can receive. It is a bond beyond
common goals, common interests or common histories. It is a bond stronger than
sexual union can create, deeper than a shared fate can solidify and even more intimate
than the bonds of marriage or community.
Friendship is being with the other in joy and sorrow, even when we cannot increase the
joy or decrease the sorrow. It is a unity of souls that gives nobility and sincerity to love.
Friendship makes all of life shine brightly.
—Henri Nouwen
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WISE WORDS FROM A WISE MAN
(Ghandi’s replies to questions about life)



What is the easiest thing to do?
Deceive oneself



The biggest obstacle?
Fear



The biggest mistake?
Give up



The root of all evil?
Ego



The worst defeat?
Discouragement



The best teachers?
Children



What makes one happy?
To be useful to others



The most beautiful gift?
Forgiveness



The most powerful force?
Faith



The most beautiful thing in life?
To love



The best refuge?
God
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The Missions Corner
Next meeting TBD

…from the Loaves & Fishes
Food Pantry
Thank you for your gifts of volunteering and many donations of food, toiletries, cleaning products and gift
cards in June. Through your gifts, Ebenezer’s food
pantry reached 164 adults and 182 children who were
struggling with food insecurity in our community.
I cannot tell you how many times your light shined in
the eyes and smiles of those in receipt of the bounty
which you provided.
- Your Missions Team

WE CARE
During this time of isolation, We Care was able to deliver 71 bereavement items to Chesapeake Regional Medical Center, Riverside Medical Center, CHKD and Sentara Norfolk General
Hospital as well as 38 blankets. Since we have extra time on our hands, we are able to create
more new items. If you have a interest in this ministry or would like to learn needlework,
please let me know.

Remember, our hands serve Christ,
Janie Murrell
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY EVENTS
Hello Friends!! I hope you are finding ways to enjoy the summer in good health and remaining safe. God’s blessings are all around us even in this season of pandemic and uncertainty. I am grateful for the moments we can share whether in person
or virtually.
August began with our “Staycation” Bible School! Our theme for 2020
was Knights of North Castle, based on Ephesians 6:10 “Be strong in the
Lord and in the strength of the Lord’s power”. If you have not had the
chance yet, go to the church website, Facebook page, or YouTube
channel to see our pre-recorded stories and activities. Many, many thanks to the
volunteers that helped make this all happen from videos and technology, to samples and
dry runs, packet packing and distribution. I couldn’t have done this without all of you!
THANK YOU!!
We have been working hard on an addendum to add Limited Childcare to our Healthy
Church Plan. Once approved, tentatively we will begin having limited childcare on
Sunday, August 16 during worship in the Family Life Center. Masks are required for everyone attending worship, including children.
Looking forward, we are planning for new curriculum to launch in the fall. We will do
Children’s Church lessons virtually and digitally. More information will be available soon.
Volunteers and donations to cover the cost of supplies and learning materials are always
greatly appreciated!
Non-worship (small group) gatherings have been approved! I will update the fall schedule with dates and times. All events will comply with Conference guidelines. Tentatively
planned:
*Parent’s day/evening out

*Pumpkin patch or corn maze visit

*Charlie Brown Thanksgiving

*Adventures in Advent (only 124 days away!)

May the Joy of Jesus be with You!

CONTACT: Teresa Woodworth, Director of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net or 540-422-9396
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GOD AMID PANDEMIC
Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with terms such as social distancing,
flattening the curve and self-quarantining. We could hardly believe the closed schools,
businesses and especially churches—just as Holy Week and Easter drew near! The
coronavirus ran rampant in the world. Where was God?
But as the spread continued, many civic leaders stepped up, calmly informing us of the
facts, of actions being taken to mitigate the crisis and of how we could help.
Healthcare professionals risked their lives and endured separation from families;
teachers drew on astounding stores of creativity to teach online; pastors delivered
sermons and lessons to empty sanctuaries as members listened and prayed while
living in lockdown. Surely God was present—through them!
Then I remembered how God assures us through Isaiah, “Fear not! When you pass
through the waters, the fires, yes, even the pandemics of this world, I will be with
you” (43:1-2, paraphrased). And Jesus echoes, “I am with you always” (Matthew
28:20). —Sandy Hyland
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In July our youth donated food for the Isle of Wight Humane Society. They also participated in community service by power washing a house, taking up and replacing a wooden
walkway, removing a metal swing set and putting up a wooden one. They also spent a day
at the Suffolk Animal Shelter painting, cleaning, organizing and doing yard work. They had
a refreshing day after all that work and went kayaking at Windsor Castle Park.

AUGUST YOUTH EVENTS
Wednesday’s in August at 6 PM we will continue to meet to have “6 Foot Action Night”
outside at church, unless we decide to go off grounds (which everyone will be notified).
Bring a chair or blanket, something you can get wet in, towel and dinner. Come join us for
fun, games and fellowship while we maintain 6 feet social distancing. Looking forward to
a surprise guest speaker...stay tuned!
Note: No Youth Bible Study on Zoom for the month of August.
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KIDS...
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church
The Church that L O V E is building...one life at a time.
1589 Steeple Drive
Suffolk, Virginia 23433
Phone: (757) 238-2359
Fax: (757) 238-7765
E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net

Join us in Worship
Sunday mornings at
11:00
via Facebook, YouTube or
in-person
(with restrictions)
Visit our website for details:
www.ebumc.net

Our Staff
OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS”
Won Lee, Pastor
wonlee@ebumc.net

Cell: 540-395-4331

Connie Schau, Dir. of Preschool
connieschau@ebumc.net

Cell: 617-9889

Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Dir. of Youth & Congregational Care
jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net
Cell: 477-8330
Teresa Woodworth, Dir. Of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net
Cell: 540-422-9396
Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant
sheilasmith@ebumc.net
Office: 238-2359
Office Hours || 9- 5 Monday thru Friday

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music
The deadline for newsletter submissions for the
S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 0 issue is
Friday, August 14, 2020
Send newsletter submissions to:
ebenezer@ebumc.net
Reminder: All activities requiring the use of church
facilities must be cleared through the church office.

Connie Palmer, Pianist
Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator
Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship
Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,
Contemporary Worship
Contact the church office to reach these staff members.

