In Touch

SEPTEMBER
2020
Inside This
Issue:

Birthdays,
Anniversaries

2

Small groups/

3

Bible Study
In-person
worship

4

Ways to Give

5

Stay Connected

6

Missions

7

Children’s
Ministry

8

Virtual Learning for Kids

9

Youth News

10

Grief Share

11

Also available online at www.ebumc.net

IN-PERSON WORSHIP
(with restrictions)
Sundays, 11:00
While the actual number of in-person attendees is still under 25,
we feel that it is important to keep our doors open for those who
are truly longing to be back in worship with those you have been
missing. Granted, worship has taken on a new flavor, but we hope
you will join as you are comfortable. We are following all the CDC
and guidelines set forth by our Bishop to sanitize and make our
place of worship as safe as we possibly can. Masks are required
and our Healthy Church Team (HCT) members will be there to
greet you and help you find your seat. If you haven’t seen our
“Back to Church” instructional video yet, you may do so from the
main page of our website.
If you want to attend our in-person worship service, you will need
to register each week by Noon on Friday, by going to our church
website www.ebumc.net or by calling the church office at 2382359 and let us know you plan to attend Sunday worship. This will
help our worship team in their preparations.
A schedule of dates and locations of our September worship
services may be found on Pg. 4. Note: Subject to change based on
mandates by the Governor and ultimately by the Bishop. We will
share any updates with you as necessary. We look forward to
worshiping together in the house of the Lord!
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@ebumc.suffolk

1—Keith Compton
2—Steve Atchley
3—LeeAnn Hawley
4—Christopher Langford
6—Debbie Earl
7—Linda Bean
Kennedy Johnson
13—Sam Keltner
14—Karen Jennette
Mekhi Johnson
Meleek Johnson
Chuck Neff

16—Nancy Quell
17—Steve Simons
18—Mary Hundley
Mary Ainslie Latimer
19—Sharon Hawkins
20—Caleb Kitchen
24—Rev. Carl LeMon
25—Scott McBride
Jennifer Spady
26—Eston Earl
27—Ray Schau
28—Jadyn Lamonea
Mike Palmer

12—Glenn & Barbara Everette
14—Craig & Amber Morgan

15—Bill & Elise Kennett
19—Willard & Judy Moger
ebumc.net
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30—Bob & Marie Hurst
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES

BIBLE STUDY
The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class is continuing their study of the Book of
Psalms. This class is now meeting via Zoom on Monday nights at 6:30. Please let Bob Earl
know if you would like to join them. 621-6341 or dsearl@charter.net.

WEEKDAY SMALL GROUPS
We are now able to meet in small groups of 50 or less. Leaders/Facilitators: you must still
check with the church office to be assigned a day/time/space for your group and proper
COVID-19 etiquette must be followed. (Masks, social distancing, etc.) More details will be
provided upon approval of your request.

Remembering and paying tribute to the 2,977 people killed and numerous people injured
during the terrorist attacks on 9/11/2001 in New York, Washington D.C., and Shanksville
Pennsylvania. We will never forget.
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Worship Schedule
We plan to have one service at 11:00 a.m., but will be alternating worship spaces so
that we can offer both contemporary and traditional worship experiences.
September 6th—Sanctuary, traditional
September 13th—FLC, contemporary
September 20th—Sanctuary, traditional
September 27th—FLC, contemporary
October 4th— Sanctuary, traditional
Visit our church website www.ebumc.net for more details of our in-person
worship procedures and requirements.

Sunday
September
13th
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Four Ways You Can Give
Even in times of social distancing, the mission and ministry if Ebenezer continues as we
serve our community. We need your prayers and financial support.
1. Bank Draft (ACH)
You can use ACH for automated transaction from your bank account. Contact Susan Terry
or Chris Keltner for more information.
2. Credit Card
You can give online using a credit card. Visit our church website (www.ebumc.net) for
online giving.

3. Check
You can mail your check to the church: Ebenezer UMC, 1589 Steeple Dr., Suffolk, VA 23433
4. Onsite
Offering boxes are placed by the front doors of both buildings or you may bring it my in
person.
We thank you for your generous giving as Ebenezer continues to be

“The Church LOVE (Jesus) is building...one life at a time”
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SUNDAY MORNING ZOOM
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
Grab your morning coffee or tea and join us online via Zoom on Sundays at
10:30 a.m. Greet your church family for some fellowship time prior to our
Sunday service at 11:00 a.m. If you need assistance with Zoom contact us by
email at ebenezer@ebumc.net or call the church office at 238-2359.
ZOOM information will be sent out in a weekly email
newsletter and it can be found on the church website as well.
All are welcome!

SUNDAY MORNING
LIVE STREAMED WORSHIP
Even though we are now able to meet in-person with restrictions, we
will still continue to live stream our Sunday morning worship at 11:00
through our website (www.ebumc.net), Facebook Live, or YouTube.

WEDNESDAY ZOOM
PRAYER MEETING
Please join us on Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. as we come together in
prayer. Reminder emails are sent via email with a link to join. If you
have a prayer request, you may send it to Pastor Won at
wonlee@ebumc.net or the church office at Ebenezer@ebumc.net.
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The Missions Corner
Next meeting: Thursday, September 10th
7:00 (location TBD)

…from the Loaves & Fishes
Food Pantry
Your gifts continue to be a blessing to so many in our
community. Through your gifts, Ebenezer’s food pantry
has reached:

July—159 adults and 162 children
August—172 adults and 154 children
Please visit the Loaves & Fishes banner at
www.ebumc.net for a list of pantry items and immediate
needs. Thank you for continuing to be Christ’s light in
our broken world.

WE CARE
Mark your calendars and join us in the FLC on Tuesday, September 8th, at 10:00 a.m.
Masks are required and social distancing will be observed.
If you want to learn how to knit or crochet, we will be happy to teach you!
Remember, our hands serve Christ,
Janie Murrell
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Hello Friends!
It is beginning to look like fall, and while Back to School is not all the same as other year, I pray that
each and every parent, child, teacher and school staff be blessed by a healthy, safe and productive start
to the school year. Unfortunately, COVID-19 remains a constant presence and consideration and, in my
planning and programming, my priority is to keep everyone safe and healthy. Eventually, COVID-19 will
be a thing of the past, but in the meantime, our faithfulness to God will be measured by our faithfulness to the instructions of the experts guiding us.
Children’s Ministry is moving forward with what we kow and to do that well I need your help. A survey
for Children and Families will be available soon to assist me with virtual and limited in-person events.
By filling it out, you can help us make plans for the future, so we can continue to be the church together. Please know, I too am tired of masks. I miss the hugs and high fives of the children of Ebenezer! I
deeply appreciate the desire to have children back in person at school and Children’s Church. We will
get back to ‘normal’ eventually. In the meantime, I ask these lovely littles to be patient, be faithful, be
brave and be kind. Just as Jesus teaches us. We are and will always be the church together.

Looking back on August:
•

•
•

“Staycation” Bible School was a virtual experience where the Knights of North Castle went on a
quest for the Armor of God. We searched for and found out how to “Armor Up” with Truth, Justice,
Peace, Faith and Hope.
Limited Childcare Plans were approved, and we look forward to welcoming our littles back into the
nursery and Children’s room.
A mask decorating day/Parent Day Out was planned for the end of August.

Coming up in September:
•
•
•
•

•

Fall curriculum “Kick Off” - Sunday, September 13
Due to COVID-19 Restrictions, all Sunday School lessons will be virtual
To plan appropriately, please complete the family registration attached
Fall Kick-Off Bags with Sunday School Supplies will be available on two different days:
Thursday, September 10, 10am-12pm
Friday, September 11, 4-6pm
Planning continues for children’s activities and service opportunities both live and virtual as we
navigate the necessary protocol to keep everyone safe and health.

CONTACT: Teresa Woodworth, Director of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net or 540-422-9396
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Virtual LEARNING Care
at Ebenezer
this FALL!
With the school year coming quickly and parents wondering how they will be caring for and helping
their children do their schoolwork...Ebenezer is here to help. Keeping the Covid-19 protocols in place,
we have a solution for you!
If you need are for your child while they are in Virtual school...we have the place! Students will have
their own designated “quiet zone” area for the duration of school. We will also provide care during
breaks as well as before and after lessons.
We understand the lessons will be Monday-Thursday with Fridays being work/project days. We will
offer Care these days as well...either to help with projects, continued learning, or a day to focus on
whatever is needed.
Parents will be required to provide the technical device their child will be learning with as well as
earphones/buds for their child. Masks must be worn in our facility. These will help with concentration!
We will supply the rest of the materials, unless it is a special project and they need materials we do not
normally have.
We have a limit of 15, so sign up as soon as you can.
Spaces are Very Limited!!
Tuition Rates:
Weekly fee = $25 per full day of “Virtual Learning Care” needed. (3 days min.)
Registration/material/cleaning fee:
•
•

$50 per child for new participants

$25 per child if currently in our summer program (more than 3 weeks)
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SEPTEMBER YOUTH EVENTS
“6 Foot Action Night at 6 PM”
(Maintaining 6 feet apart while socializing; outdoor activities are ‘weather permitting’.)
We are working on a mission project with our church Missions Team to Fill-A-Bag for less
fortunate children to have needed school supplies—stay tuned.
September 6th— “Sundaes on Sunday & Scripture”
Bring your favorite scripture (2-3), lawn chairs or blanket and plan to create you own Ice
Cream Sundae on Sunday with all the toppings! Cost is $2.00 per person.
September 15th— “Trivia Tuesday and Tacos”
Bring a friend and come out for Trivia games and Walking Tacos in the church prayer
garden. Make sure to bring your chairs, blankets, drinks and bug spray. Prizes Awarded!
September 26th— “Party in the Park”
Bring your own picnic and blanket (we will eat together first) by the church prayer garden
and then we will have games (BINGO, watermelon contest, etc.)

Looking forward to October, when we will have “Mooovie Night”
with outdoor movie, hotdogs/hamburgers and a Sunday S’more’s
Night by the Fire. Keep watching for more details!
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September 16—December 9
6-8:00 p.m.
6 person maximum
Register online at
Griefshare.org

Due to the ongoing uncertainty about COVID,
the Golf committee has elected to forego this year's
GOLF BENEFIT TOURNAMENT.
Social distancing is not always easy to maintain in such a setting,
and adequate participation is questionable.
We plan to resume next year,
when hopefully the virus fades into history!
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church
The Church that L O V E is building...one life at a time.
1589 Steeple Drive
Suffolk, Virginia 23433
Phone: (757) 238-2359
Fax: (757) 238-7765
E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net

Join us in Worship
Sunday mornings at
11:00
via Facebook, YouTube or
in-person
(with restrictions)
Visit our website for details:
www.ebumc.net

Our Staff
OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS”
Won Lee, Pastor
wonlee@ebumc.net

Cell: 540-395-4331

Connie Schau, Dir. of Preschool
connieschau@ebumc.net

Cell: 617-9889

Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Dir. of Youth & Congregational Care
jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net
Cell: 477-8330
Teresa Woodworth, Dir. Of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net
Cell: 540-422-9396
Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant
sheilasmith@ebumc.net
Office: 238-2359
Office Hours || 9- 5 Monday thru Friday

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music
The deadline for newsletter submissions for the
O c t o b e r 2 0 2 0 issue is
Friday, September 11
Send newsletter submissions to:
ebenezer@ebumc.net
Reminder: All activities requiring the use of church
facilities must be cleared through the church office.

Connie Palmer, Pianist
Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator
Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship
Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,
Contemporary Worship
Contact the church office to reach these staff members.

