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EBENEZER’S LIVING NATIVITY
Friday, December 18th
5:00pm

We will have a Live Nativity set up between the Family Life
Center and the main Sanctuary building with characters portraying Mary, Joseph, Shepherds, Angels and Wisemen, along with
live animals to complete the scene.
There will also be live or pre-recorded Christmas music by
our Chancel Choir and Praise Band.
Please mark your calendars and be sure to invite your
neighbors and friends to come with you!
We all need some Christmas Spirit and inner peace among
all the chaos. Come, let the true Spirit of Christmas warm your
hearts and bring you joy and hope!
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1—Ed Carter
Peter Maytham
2—Bob Harris
3—Drew Cooke
4—Nancy McLaulin
7—Ronnie Darden
Cheryl Lee
Shyla Millikin
8—Sue Talbott
Kit Ward
9—Abby Swisher
10—Keaton Thompson
12—Sidney Hazelwood
A.J. Saks
Matt Spencer
15—Teresa Woodworth

16—Christine Neff
19—Jennifer Spady
20—Edward Luecke
Jeff Ward
22—April Watkins
25—Jake Swisher
26—Katt Schau
28—Nina McConnell
29—Pam Gray
Michelle Parker
30—Sarah Corron
Margaret Keltner
31—Doug Shomaker

1—Dale & Susan Terry
17—Bob & Debbie Earl
18—Bob & Esther Hall
Mike & Connie Palmer
19—Nancy McLaulin & Cyndi Yodzis
20—Aaron & Jeni Millikin
29—Bob & Linda Patton
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Advent Study through Amplify Media
This Advent season you are invited to a church wide study, “Almost Christmas”. This is a 4-week
video based Advent study through online Bible study resource called Amplify Media. In "Almost
Christmas : A Wesleyan Advent Experience”, author Magrey deVega leads a group in exploring
how we can make the same commitment to Christ during Advent, and connect our Wesleyan heritage with the Advent themes of Love, Hope, Joy, and Peace.
Amplify Media is a NEW online bible study resource at Ebenezer UMC for individual, family and
group learning. With Amplify Media, you have FREE access to countless online bible study resources. We will be using Amplify Media to access the videos for “Almost Christmas”. You will also
have access to other videos should you like to explore those for personal or group use. Amplify Media is available via their website as well as apps for Apple iOS, Android, and Roku devices.
To access Amplify Media and the videos for Restored, you will need to create an account. Follow
these steps.
On a computer, use a web browser (Chrome, Safari, Edge, Firefox, etc) to go to:
https://my.amplifymedia.com/ebenezerumcsuffolkva
Click on the blue box that says “Click Here to Enter Your Code”
Enter our 6-letter Congregation Access Code: XJGFVM and click the blue VERIFY button.
Create an account by completing the remainder of the form by entering your name, email address
and a password of your choosing. The form will require to you enter your password twice in order to confirm it.
(Note that the password you choose must contain at least 6 characters and 1 number. Do not
use special characters (e.g. @#$<>).
You can opt in to receive other emails from Cokesbury if you wish.
You must agree to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy (check box at the end) to create your
account.
Click “Start a Free Membership” at the bottom of the page to create your account.
Once you log in to your account, you will see a “Live TV” section that is always playing something at
the top. Scroll down just below that section and you will see “Almost Christmas” which has 4 videos in it. Click on it and it should play.
To access Amplify Media from a computer, direct your web browser to my.amplifymedia.com/
ebenezerumcsuffolkva
You can also download Amplify Media app for your devices through the appropriate online store
(Apple App store, Google Play, Roku channel, etc). Search for “Amplify Media”. Log in to your
account and enjoy Amplify Media wherever you are.
Is God nudging you to start a group Bible study via Zoom? Or do you want to kick off a faith-based
virtual book club? Please contact Pastor Won. If you have any questions about Amplify Media or
need technical assistance, contact Teresa Woodworth or call the church office.
I n
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STEWARDSHIP
How does the stewardship campaign work? Our objective is to involve each household of the
church family, members and friends, in support of the vision for Ebenezer to Worship, Love,
Connect and Serve.
Your decision to give and how much to give is between you and the Lord. Wherever you are in
the spectrum between Solomon’s exorbitant resources and the Widow’s mite, it is not equal
gifts but equal sacrifice.
Pledges as of 11/18/2020:
General Giving: 52 Pledges $273,399.96
Apportionments: 1 Pledge
$ 2,328.00
Total Pledges:
53
$275,727.96

Our goal is to have 100 Pledges to fully fund our 2021 Spending Plan/Budget of $552,739.00,
which includes $57,324.00 for Apportionments and $104,000.00 for mortgage payments.
Many thanks for your continued support and response. If you need a Pledge Card, please
contact the church office.
If you want to know more about the “Financial Generosity” Innovation for Ebenezer UMC,
please see the video posted on https://fb.watch/1KrkXHIPvV/.
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IN-PERSON WORSHIP SCHEDULE
We plan to have one service at 11:00 a.m., but will be alternating worship spaces so
that we can offer both contemporary and traditional worship experiences.
December 6th—FLC, contemporary

December 13th—Sanctuary, traditional

December 20th—FLC, contemporary

December 27th—Sanctuary, traditional

Visit our church website www.ebumc.net for more details of our in-person
worship procedures and requirements.
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The REAL Women of Ebenezer (which is all women!) are invited to a

COOKIE EXCHANGE
Saturday, December 12th
10-12 in the FLC
(You MUST sign up by Monday, December 2nd)
Send email to sheilasmith@ebumc.net OR call 238-2359 to sign up.
We have to cap it at 25, so register early!
General Rules: 1) Everyone MUST wear a MASK the entire time they are in the building.
2) We CANNOT eat on property...in or out of the building, unless it’s in your car.
3) Since we must keep masks on, you may bring something with you to drink, but
we must ask that you step outside away from others before you remove your
mask. We must still keep the required 6-ft. distancing.
Rules for the Cookies: So that we can get this done within our time limit…
1) You will need to bring: a) Your cookie batter already prepared and your own
Spatula, b) any decorations you wish to put on your cookies AND you will need to
know what temperature your cookies need to be baked at and approximately
how long they would normally take to bake.
3) 2 medium size cookie tins...one for you to fill and take home and one for Chris
Keltner to hand out to our Food Pantry customers.
April Watkins is working on a simple tag we can create and put on the tins for the Food
Pantry. Thank you to our Healthy Church Team for approving this project!

HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU SOON!
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SUNDAY MORNING ZOOM

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP
Grab your morning coffee or tea and join us online via Zoom on Sundays at 10:30
a.m. Greet your church family for some fellowship time prior to our service at
11:00 a.m. If you need assistance with Zoom contact us by email at
ebenezer@ebumc.net or call the church office at 238-2359.
ZOOM information will be sent out in a weekly email
newsletter and it can be found on the church website as well.
All are welcome!

SUNDAY MORNING
LIVE STREAMED WORSHIP
Even though we are now able to meet in-person with restrictions, we
will still continue to live stream our Sunday morning worship at 11:00
through our website (www.ebumc.net), Facebook Live, or YouTube.

WEDNESDAY ZOOM
PRAYER MEETING
Please join us on Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m. as we come together in
prayer. Reminder emails are sent via email with a link to join. If you
have a prayer request, you may send it to Pastor Won at
wonlee@ebumc.net or the church office at Ebenezer@ebumc.net.
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The Missions Corner
Our Next meeting:
To Be Determined

Children’s Stockings & Seniors’ Gifts
November 15th-December 6th
This Christmas add someone you don't know to your family's gift list!
This year children’s stockings and seniors’ gifts are included in our COVIDmodified Angel Tree. Bless local children through the Salvation Army and elderly residents without families, from local care homes in Suffolk.
RETURN ALL CHILDREN & SENIOR STOCKINGS FILLED
& SECURELY CLOSED AT THE TOP

ALL GIFTS DUE ON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6th!
You may pick up and drop off your stockings on:
1. Tuesdays or Wednesdays from 10am-2pm in the FLC food pantry.
Entry is on the far-side of the FLC at the door with the collection
bucket.
2. In the church office during office hours (M-F, 9-5)
3. In church lobby or FLC during Sunday worship
If you have any questions, please contact Chris Keltner at 748-2949.

BOUNTIFUL BLESSINGS OUTREACH
Thank you for your radical generosity!
169 men, women and children in 40 families were blessed
from your bounty for Thanksgiving meals.

P a g e
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ANOTHER MISSION OPPORTUNITY

Through your generosity and the generosity of our surrounding community, we have
served a total of 247 people (113 adults, 134 kids) in the month of September.
What a blessing!
Our Food Pantry is OPEN Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10am—2pm. Come to the side door
of the Family Life Center near the dumpsters...look for the collection bin at the door. Because
of COVID-19, we ask that if you need to PICK UP food, please call to make an appointment.
You may call the church at 238-2359 or Chris at 748-2949 to set up an appointment.
Donations are always appreciated and will be accepted during the hours above. You may find
a list of “immediate needs” (updated weekly) and a printable list of frequently requested
items on our main website page on the scrolling banner or by going to:
https://www.ebumc.net/food-pantry
If you would like to put in some volunteer hours in the Food Pantry, please call Chris Keltner
at 748-2949.

“If you give some of your own food to [feed] those who are hungry and to satisfy [the need
of] those who are humble, then your light will rise I the dark, and your darkness will become
as bright as the noonday sun.” Isaiah 58:10
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Thank you to all who gave blood at our Red Cross Blood Drive on November 13th…
20 people gave 18 lifesaving pints which will help up to 54 patients in need. Again,
thank you for being life-givers!
And to all our volunteers: Jackie Gehrig, Bea Moneypenny, Kennedy Johnson, Sharon
Hawkins, Betty Lamonea, Doug Shomaker, Susan Terry, Presley Hobson and Payton
Hobson...a big Thank You to Karen Jennette for being our Volunteer Coordinator and
for working in the background as our liaison with the Red Cross.

OCTOBER FEST WRAP UP
What a great event! We had lots of people come out with decorated
trunks with candy for our “trick-or-treaters”. Some great costumes…
adults and kids alike! Thanks to all who participated.
“Grab-n-Go” Soup summary...Gratitude to all those folks generous with their time. Core
kitchen crew was Dave Dentel, Betty & Kenny Lamonea and Linda Patton. It was a full
day job. Jeanne Dennis and Betty Murray helped with soup making. Alex Miniard, Cohen
Pitsenbarger and Rich Hurst were gracious with final clean up. Cookies were donated by
Mary Ainslie Latimer, Debbie Earl, Betty Lamonea, Donna Goolsby, Maxine Zimmerman,
and Linda Patton. We served approximately 115 cartons of soup with 50 cartons remaining. Cost is about $160 to be paid out of hospitality budget. Remaining food was distributed to “at home” folks in the congregation.
Thank you for the opportunity to serve our church. Linda Patton
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December Youth Calendar
I

December 6th—”Scavenger Hunt” 4-7. We will meet in
front of the FLC. Each team, consisting of 3-4, will be in
their own vehicle (to ensure social distancing is with own
social group or family) and you need to register with Mrs. Jen.
Fellowship & Fun following! Awesome Prizes! Awesome Prizes! Awesome Prizes!

December 13—”Fellowship, Fun & Gift exchange” 11-2. Attend the 11:00 service in the
Sanctuary, then remain after for Youth activities. Bring a $10 gift (for the same sex) to
exchange.

December 18—”Live Nativity” 5-6. Our church is having a Live Nativity and encourage all
to come out to watch the story of Jesus’ birth unfold with real characters. Those helping
with this event will need to be present at 4:00PM to dress.
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ANOTHER MISSION OPPORTUNITY
WE CARE
We Care will not meet in December. The next meeting will be
January 12, 2021. Crochet, knit, and sew over the holidays and
come join us in January! Contact Janie Murrell at
janie.murrell@yahoo.com or 619-5709 if you have questions.
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C H I L D R E N ’S Looking Back on
NOVEMBER:
O
Family Thankfulness
R
Project
N
Advent Kick-off event
E
R
I want to thank everyone so very much
for the lovely cards, gifts and congratulations for my Seminary graduation.
Your generosity and warmth bring me
great joy and are greatly appreciated!

3—Drew
15—Ms. Teresa

Q: What does the Gingerbread Family
put on their beds?
A: Cookie Sheets!

Q: When does Christmas come before
Thanksgiving?
A: In the Dictionary!

DECEMBER EVENTS:(appropriate safety protocols will be followed at all events)
18th Live Nativity Service, 5:00PM
20th Family Advent Activity—2-4:00PM in the FLC
Birthday Cakes for Jesus
Please Preregister!
24th Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship—8:00PM in the Sanctuary

CONTACT: Teresa Woodworth, Director of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net or 540-422-9396
I n
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Four Ways You Can Give
Even in times of social distancing, the mission and ministry if Ebenezer continues as we
serve our community. We need your prayers and financial support.
1. Bank Draft (ACH)
Set up ACH for automated transaction from your bank account. Contact Susan Terry or
Chris Keltner for more information.
2. Credit Card
Give online using a credit card. Visit our church website (www.ebumc.net) for online
giving.
3. Check
Mail your check to the church: Ebenezer UMC, 1589 Steeple Dr., Suffolk, VA 23433
4. Onsite
Offering receptacles are placed by the front doors of both buildings on Sunday or you may
bring it to the church during the week between 9 & 5.
We thank you for your generous giving as Ebenezer continues to be
“The Church LOVE (Jesus) is building...one life at a time”

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
The Church that L O V E is building...one life at a time.
1589 Steeple Drive
Suffolk, Virginia 23433
Phone: (757) 238-2359
Fax: (757) 238-7765
E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net

Join us in Worship!
Sunday mornings
11:00 a.m.
You may worship in-person (with
restrictions) or continue to join us via
Facebook or YouTube
Go to www.ebumc.net for more info

Our Staff
OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS”
Won Lee, Pastor
wonlee@ebumc.net

Cell: 540-395-4331

Connie Schau, Dir. of Preschool
connieschau@ebumc.net

Cell: 617-9889

Jennifer Pitsenbarger, Dir. of Youth & Congregational Care
jenniferpitsenbarger@ebumc.net
Cell: 477-8330

Teresa Woodworth, Dir. Of Children’s Ministry
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net
Cell: 540-422-9396
Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant
sheilasmith@ebumc.net
Office: 238-2359
Office Hours || 9- 5 Monday thru Friday

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music
The deadline for newsletter submissions for the
J a n u a r y 2 0 2 1 issue is
Friday, December 11th

Connie Palmer, Pianist
Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator

Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship
Send newsletter submissions to:
ebenezer@ebumc.net
Reminder: All activities requiring the use of church
facilities must be cleared through the church office.

Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,
Contemporary Worship
Contact the church office to reach these staff members.

