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SPECIAL MOMENTS PLANNED 

 

June 5th—ONE SERVICE at 10:30 a.m. in the Family Life  
                  Center followed by a covered dish meal. The church is 
          providing chicken and beverages. Please bring a dish   
                  to share. 

We will be celebrating our Confirmands: Colby Boyd, Sabrina  

Corron, Rose Neff, Jeremy Walker, and Forrest Ward. 

And 

We will be saying “farewell” to Pastor Won and family by           

presenting them with gifts of love from Ebenezer. 

 

June 12th—Will be YOUTH SUNDAY and our youth will lead all  
                     three services. 
 
We will also take time to celebrate our graduates: Sabrina Corron, 

Lindsay Draughn, Kennedy Johnson, Cohen Pitsenbarger, and 

Caleb Woodworth. 
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR WON 

 

Dear Ebenezer Church members and friends,   

I want to thank all of you for the many ways you allowed me to be your pastor. The 
last six years at Ebenezer have been a great blessing to me and to my family. When 
my family first moved to Suffolk, Elliot was five years old, and Eric was less than a 
year old. This fall, Elliot will go to middle school and Eric will go to elementary 
school. Six years have gone by so quickly, and my family made so many good     
memories at Ebenezer. As the years go by, I will look back fondly on our time          
together with Ebenezer church members.   

Change is hard, but I am thankful to God for it, because I believe that God has a   
bigger and more wonderful plan for both Ebenezer and me as we embark on a new 
chapter in our ministries. God has been so good to us even during the challenging 
and difficult times of the pandemic, and His goodness and faithfulness for His peo-
ple will never change. Therefore, I am excited for the new days of Ebenezer with 
your new pastor, Rev. Tom Durrance. I have no doubt that you will greet Rev.        
Durrance and his wife Angie with open arms and the warmest of welcomes. Please 
keep Rev. Durrance and me in your prayers for smooth transition and good start in a 
new church.   

There is no way I can thank you enough for all the prayers and support you showed 
to me for the last six years at Ebenezer. Please know that you will always have a 
place in my heart and in my prayers. I am grateful for the ways God blessed our  
ministry together these last six years and look forward to the ways God will bless 
your ministry with Rev. Durrance in the years to come.   

  

In Christ,   

Won Lee  
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Flag Day in the U.S. commemorates the date in 1777 

when the United States approved the design for its first 

national flag.   

In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed June 14 

as the official date for Flag Day, and in 1949 the U.S. Congress permanently         

established the date as National Flag Day. Although Flag Day is not an official    

federal holiday, Pennsylvania celebrates the day as a state holiday.  

Each year the U. S. president delivers an address that proclaims the week of June 

14 as National Flag Week, and all Americans are encouraged to fly U.S. flags     

during that week. 

(abbreviated text from URL:https://www.britannica.com/topic/Flag-Day) 

A STANDUP GUY 
 

During the pandemic, a Maryland man used “dad 
jokes” to lift neighbors’ spirits. Tom Schruben 
jotted down a joke-of-the-day on a curbside white-
board. Hearing people chuckle and chat eased the 
isolation. 

Schruben and his wife, Ann, became intentional 
about seeking joy after two of their children died. 
They vowed to “find happiness again” and share it. 
For Father’s Day last year, Schruben held a Bad Dad 
Joke contest, donating entry fees to a local charity. 
Here are a few of his favorites: 

• If two vegans get into an argument, is it still 
considered a beef? 

• I ordered a chicken and an egg from Amazon.  
I’ll let you know. 

• What do you call a bear with no teeth?               
A gummy bear. 
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  2—Abigail Hickman 
    3—Andy Brooks 
          Rod Thompson 
    4—Bob Hurst 
    5—Wendy Boyd 
          Lindsay Hobson 
    6—Campbell Spencer 
    7—Ben Garner 
          Judy Moger 
          Sam Watkins 
          Suzanne Yeomans 
    8—Sidney Hazelwood III 
    9—Taylor Keesee 
          Anne Ransdell  
  10—Lee Morgan 
          Bobby Wagner 
          Billy Wagner 
  12—Robin Cooke 
           Katherine Pearson 
  13—Shayleigh Zimmerman 
  15—Ethan Pitsenbarger 
  19—Joe Bass 
  22—Ashton Jones 
  23—Miranda Upton 
  25—Drew Roehrs 
           Logan Roehrs 
           Luke Roehrs 
  26—Bridger Stoddard 
  27—Austin Norgard 
  30—Connie Schau 
           Jo-Ann Scichilone 

  6—Walt & Marilyn Wagner 
 
  7—Terry & Kathy Kretz 
 
  10—Mark & Susie Gay 
           Rod & Kendra Thompson 
           Mike & Boo VanStraten 
 
  13—Wayne & Jennifer Spady 
 
  19—Kevin & Lindsay Hobson 
 
  25—Lennie Blanchard & Pat Powell 
 
  29—Mark & LeeAnn Hawley 
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HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY! 

7 Sam  

7 Ben 

8 Sidney 

13 Shayleigh 

26 Bridger 

WE NEED YOUR 

HELP!!! 

 
 
 
 

VBS JULY 11-15 

Rising 6th gr. – Adult 

VOLUNTEER TODAY! 

Q: Why was the 

jelly so stressed 

out? 

 

A: It was spread 

too thin! 

Knock Knock 

Who’s There? 

Dishes 

Dishes Who? 

Dishes not the 

end of my Knock 

Knock jokes! 

SAVE THE DATES       

JULY 11-15 

VBS 

We’re having a FOOD TRUCK PARTY 

Don’t miss it!  Sign up today!! 

Ages 3-rising 5th grade               
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The “Connected” group meets in the FLC following 9:30 worship. Childcare/Children’s      
Worship is provided in the main building during this time. They will continue studying The 
Story.  Leaders: April Watkins and Bo Garner 

 
The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Rm. 7 of 
our main building. They are currently studying 1 & 2 Corinthians.  
If you would like to join, please contact Bob Patton at basspikker@verizon.net or 686-8337. 
Leaders: Bob Patton and several others 
 
Rev. Lynne Hundley’s Bible Study Class meets on Sunday nights at 6:30 in Rm. 7 of our main 
building. They will be using the  Old and New Testaments to look at change and uncertainty.  
Start date TBD. Leader: Lynne Hundley currently has Covid. Prayers would be much               
appreciated. Email Lynne at lynnehundley222@gmail.com with any questions. 
 
If you would like to start a small group of your own, on the front page of our website you will 
find a link to Amplify Media which gives you access to a wealth of different  resources. 
Contact Pastor Won at wonlee@ebumc.net if you have any questions. 

The  

United Methodist Men  

will meet   

Tuesday, June 28 at 6:30 p.m.  

in the Family Life Center 

Dinner will be served and we will 

have a guest speaker. We will be   

discussing the 2022/2023 schedule 

and vacant leadership positions we 

need to fill as we move ahead. Please 

join us and help revitalize this key 

Ebenezer organization. 
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The Missions Corner 
Our next meeting: 

 

August 22nd at 6 PM in FLC 

     

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

HYGIENE KITS FOR CONFERENCE 
 

Thank you for your item donations and kit packing skills on May 22nd.  We packed 

170 kits to send to Annual Conference in June to be distributed for disaster relief.   

 

WE WANT YOU…TO BAKE 
FOR MISSIONS! 

 

Taking place with the 4th of July festivities, will be Ebenezer's 
traditional bake sale from 10 AM – 2 PM.   
 

Bake us your homemade cakes, your pies, your huddled 
cookies, brownies and other goodies we know are yearning to 
be sold to support Ebenezer Missions & local outreach. 
 

Please drop off your treats on: 
 

Sunday, July 3rd before worship  
on designated tables in the FLC 

or 
beginning at 8 am on Monday,  

4th of July, in the FLC. 
 

Questions may be directed to Chris Keltner at 757-748-2949 
or contact the church office at 757-238-2359. 

We’ve really missed everyone and are looking forward to seeing you  

on Independence Day! 
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  We Wish You Well as You Follow God’s Call!  
 

      
 
 
     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

WHAT IS PENTECOST?                   

 

 

On Pentecost, we remember when the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus’         
disciples. As they gathered in Jerusalem 10 days after Jesus’ ascension, they 
saw tongues of fire, heard rushing wind and began speaking in many             
languages. Because the disciples could then share the good news with all the 
pilgrims assembled for the Pentecost festival, the occasion marks the birthday 
of the Christian church. That day alone, about 3,000 people devoted their lives 
to Christ. 

Like the Holy Spirit, Pentecost is important and relevant today. As theologian 
Henri Nouwen writes, “Without Pentecost the Christ-event — the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus — remains imprisoned in history as something to            
remember, think about and reflect on. The Spirit of Jesus comes to dwell within 
us, so that we can become living Christs here and now.” 
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CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 

On Sunday, June 5th, we will have ONE SERVICE at 10:30 in the Family 
Life Center and we will be honoring our Confirmands: Colby Boyd,        
Sabrina Corron, Rose Neff, Jeremy Walker, and Forrest Ward 

We will also come together for a covered dish meal following the service. 
The church will provide chicken and beverages. Please bring a dish to 
share! 

MEET OUR GRADUATES 

   Sabrina Corron—graduating from Western Branch H.S. and  
   heading to Liberty University in Lynchburg, VA 
 

Kennedy Johnson—graduating from Nansemond 
River H.S. and heading to Liberty University in 
Lynchburg, VA 
 

 

   Cohen Pitsenbarger—graduating from Liberty University  
   Academy and currently selecting a college 

 
Lindsay Draughn—graduating from Smithfield H.S. and then 
taking a “bye-year” to explore life after school 
 
   

   Caleb Woodworth—graduating from Grassfield H.S. and  
   will attend Tidewater Community College.  
          
Sabrina, Kennedy, Cohen, Lindsay and Caleb...we are so proud of you. 
We know it has not been easy, but you have done it! We will keep you in 
our prayers that as you experience independence, you will stay ground-
ed in prayer as you begin each day and strive to make wise decisions. 
Ebenezer will always be your church family and home. 
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    GENERAL CONFERENCE UPDATE by Katherine Pearson 

 
The General Conference in an international body of 800-1,000 delegates that generally meets eve-

ry four years.  There was a Special General Conference in 2019; regular schedule is 2020 and 

2024. 
 

During General Conference, delegates discuss and vote on petitions and resolutions proposed by 

individuals, agencies, annual conferences, and other groups within the denomination. These actions 

result in a revision of the Book of Discipline, which is the UMC’s book of law, and the Book of 

Resolutions, which is the policies of the UMC on current social issues. 
 

As with most everything else, the pandemic has impacted our General Conference 2020. Because 
of close contact and travel restrictions for approximately 1,000 delegates, the 2020 conference was 
reschedule twice and ultimately cancelled; because of time zone differences, a virtual conference 
was not feasible. Planning is in process for General Conference 2024.  Major issues left on the table 
as stated via UMNews (umnews.org):          
 

General Conference postponed until 2024 
By Heather Hahn  March 3, 2022, | UM News 

Organizers say General Conference must be postponed because of visa wait times of up to 
two years. It is unclear whether new delegates will need to be elected for a General Confer-
ence, postponed to the next date. With the announcement, leaders of a planned breakaway 
denomination have moved up the new church’s launch date. 
 

This marks the third delay of what many have expected to be a pivotal global gathering.     
After decades of intensifying debate and defiance of church bans on same-sex weddings   
and “self-avowed practicing” gay clergy, the coming General Conference faces multiple     
proposals for  changing the Book of Discipline and ways for churches to leave “The United 
Methodist Church.” 

New Development 
By Heather Hahn  March 3, 2022, | UM News 

The Global Methodist organizers, are splitting from The United Methodist Church after     
years of mounting frustration with debate and defiance of church bans on same-sex          
marriage and the ordination of noncelibate gay clergy.  The Global Methodist Church 
launched May 1, 2022 but both United Methodist and Global Methodist leaders expect       
any potential separations to take some time.  
 
 

The Judicial Council, The United Methodist Church’s top court, ruled that current church law 
does not allow U.S. annual conferences to leave the denomination. The church court said 
that annual conferences have a right to vote on disaffiliation, but only General Conference 
can set the process  and conditions for doing so. 
  
 

VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE - The 2022 Annual Conference session will be held starting at 
10:30 a.m. on Thursday, June 16 to noon on Saturday, June 18, in person, at the Hampton        
Convention Center.  See full agenda/schedule @ https//www.vaumc.org/ac2022. Dave Dentel is 
Ebenezer’s representative, but anyone can go and observe.  Identification required; masks recom-
mended. 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/resistance-to-traditional-plan-accelerates
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/resistance-to-traditional-plan-accelerates
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/what-happens-when-a-new-denomination-launches
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/what-happens-when-a-new-denomination-launches
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The deadline for newsletter  submissions for the  

J u l y  2 0 2 2  issue is  

Friday, June 10, 2022 
 

  Send newsletter submissions to: 

ebenezer@ebumc.net 
 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  
facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

 

 

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net 

Join us in Worship! 

Sunday mornings 

8:00 a.m. (early) 

9:30 a.m. (contemporary) 

11:00 a.m. (traditional)  
 

You may worship in-person or  

continue to join us via Facebook, 

YouTube or www.ebumc.net  

 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 

Won Lee, Pastor                   
wonlee@ebumc.net                                  Cell: 540-395-4331 

Teresa Woodworth, Dir. Of Children’s Ministry 
teresawoodworth@ebumc.net              Cell: 540-422-9396 
 

 
 

Angie Hurst, Dir. Of Youth Ministries 
angiehurst@ebumc.net          

 

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music 

Linda Boles, Pianist 

Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator 

Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship 

Brett Stoddard, Dir. of Sound/Media,  
Contemporary Worship   

 
Contact the church office to reach these staff members. 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 

sheilasmith@ebumc.net Office: 238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

Our Staff 

ebumc.net 


