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PASTOR TOM’s CORNER!
August
2022

First off, Angie and I want to express our thanksgiving for the
warm welcome, and the gracious hospitality we have received
since we got here last month. The Trustees and Staff Parish
Relationship Committee have been in overdrive making sure the
parsonage is in good shape. We enjoy the peaceful neighborhood
and the view of the field and wildlife that abounds.
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I am finding this to be a very active church! Within the first week, I
experienced a 4th of July celebration like I never have had in my
life! I also got here just in time to watch the wonderful staff and
volunteers put on an exciting Vacation Bible School. I have had
many “getting to know you” meetings with many of the leaders of
the church. At the Church Council meeting, I learned about some
of the other ministries that pour forth from the church, and how
outside ministries come use our facilities. I have also started to
learn the history of how God has been working at Ebenezer
United Methodist Church since 1866! It is clear to me that God
has been working here all along.
So, what next? I really think we need to continue to listen to God,
and to follow the directions we get. Then we get to see what
happens, and then tell others where we see God working. You
will see some of this reflected in our worship services where I will
ask the question, “Have you seen God working?” It might be a
recent small thing in your life, or it might be a recent great move
of God. But, if God is not working in our lives and in our
community, it is because we are not looking. And testimony brings
hope. Someone listening might think, “If God is working in Sally’s
life, could God be interested in working in mine?
I look forward to listening with you to see what God has in store
for us.
Blessings in Christ, Pastor Tom
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CHURCH COUNCIL
According to the Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, “the church
council shall provide for planning and implementing a program of nurture, outreach, witness, and resources in the local church.”
The Church Council met on Tuesday, July 12 to give Pastor Tom an overview of
what we are actively doing. Here are some highlights from that meeting:
1) Pastor Tom and Angie Durrance have settled into the parsonage and
church
2) Rod Thompson is the new president of the United Methodist Men
The UMM meet on the last Tuesday of the month for food and
fellowship
3) As of August 1st, we welcome Amber Keesee as our new Youth
Director [Thank you, Angie Hurst, for all you did for the youth
during your tenure.]
4) Watch for upcoming announcements on fall Bible studies

5) Many thanks to the TRUSTEES for the new windows in the main
building and for a few projects required at the parsonage
6) The popular Singalong with Pizza will meet on the last Friday of
each month
The next Council meeting will be Tuesday, August 16th at 6:30 p.m. We will be
planning for the rest of the year so that we can develop a “calendar of
opportunities”. If you are not a member of Church Council but would like to have
something included on the Church calendar, please contact the church office,
preferably by email (sheilasmith@ebumc.net).

REMINDER: All Activities Involving Use Of The Facilities MUST
Go Through The Church Office To Assure Space Is Available
BEFORE It Is Finalized And Advertised.
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1—Ben Woodyard
3—Lennie Blanchard
4—Larry Zimmerman
5—Kelli Horton
Pat Mertig
Dwight Schaubach
7—Roger Bryant
Buddy Northey
8—Ann Northey
11—Thomas Hazelwood
Boo VanStraten
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14—Ron Keltner
17—Jake Newman
18—Tom Collette
19—Payton Hobson
20—Cohen Pitsenbarger
23—Faye Darden
Young-Mi Pruden
26—Sheila Smith
28—Burt Bronner
31—Reeva Luecke

1—John & Nina McConnell
7—Dick & Carolyn Barry
10—Mike & Pam Saks
22—Buddy & Ann Northey
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COMING IN AUGUST
“Classy Clay Werks”
Instructor: Joanne Cotten

August 2-4 (Tuesday-Thursday)

9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
Ages 8-10
Class size limited
Cost: $20 (supplies included)
Learn to make fun things with clay, using your hands
and various tools.
Ms. Joanne will teach the students how to work with the
clay to make it easy to mold it into different objects.
Working with clay takes some patience, but is so
rewarding when you see your finished piece!
By learning the basics and working on some projects in
the class, it will enable your child/grandchild to go home
and make things like funny faces, animals, earrings,
bracelets, bugs, flowers, etc. on their own.
Please call the church office for registration information.
Remember, class size is limited!
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The Missions Corner
Our next meeting:
Monday, August 22nd at 6 PM
FLC, Room 126

August 14th – September 18th
School Supply Drive

Help support disadvantaged students beginning a new school
year on the right foot!
Missions will be asking you to donate school supplies for the
community’s disadvantaged students in August. Be on the lookout for Back-To-School sales and church bulletin flyers with
needed supplies and deadline dates.

No. 2 pencils (Yellow, non-decorative)
Glue sticks
Crayons (8 count, 16 count & 24 count)
White copy paper
Lysol/Clorox disinfecting wipes
Scissors- blunt tip
1 inch - 3 ring binders
1 ½ - 3 ring binders
2 inch - 3 ring binders
Sheet protectors
Pencil boxes
Expo dry erase markers (black & multicolor)
Loose leaf notebook paper (wide rule)
Plastic pocket folders (with & w/o prongs)
3 x 5 index cards
Sheet protector sleeves

Composition notebooks (black & white cover)
Boxes of Tissue
Packages of baby wipes
Book bags
Zip-loc bags (gallon size & quart size)
Highlighters
RED ink pens
Colored pencils
Colored markers (NO Sharpies please)
Multi-color highlighters
Construction paper
Colored copy paper
Hand sanitizer (large bottles)
Erasers (pencil top & large pink wedge)
Pencil bags/pouches with zipper
Elmer’s glue

Please keep our community’s teachers in your prayers: LeeAnn Hawley, Lindsay Hobson,
Amber Keesee, Liz Stoddard, April Watkins & all our church Sunday School teachers.
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Please keep our recent high school graduates (Deanna Cena, Sabrina
Corron, Lindsay Draughn, Kennedy Johnson, and Cohen Pitsenbarger) in
your prayers. Pray that they will make wise decisions, talk to God daily,
and be a light to others in their journey; call home often and connect
with others who love the Lord and will encourage in their new found
independence.

Please keep all of our students, teachers, and support staff at all of our
schools in your prayers as they head back to school. May they be in a
safe place where learning life skills, tolerance and relationship building
are the main focus.
I n
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES
The “Connected” group meets in the FLC following 9:30 worship. Childcare/Children’s
Worship is provided in the main building during this time. They will continue studying The
Story. Leaders: April Watkins and Bo Garner
The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Rm. 7 of
our main building. They are currently studying 1 & 2 Corinthians. If you would like to join,
please contact Bob Patton at basspikker@verizon.net or 686-8337. Leaders: Bob Patton and
several others
If you would like to start a small group of your own, on the front page of our website you will
find a link to Amplify Media which gives you access to a wealth of different resources.
Contact the church office (757-238-2359 or ebenezer@ebumc.net) if you have any questions.
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Ebenezer United Methodist Church
1589 Steeple Drive
Suffolk, Virginia 23433
Phone: (757) 238-2359
Fax: (757) 238-7765
E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net

Join us in Worship!
Sunday mornings
8:00 a.m. (early)
9:30 a.m. (contemporary)
11:00 a.m. (traditional)
You may worship in-person or
continue to join us via Facebook,
YouTube or www.ebumc.net

Our Staff
OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS”

Tom Durrance, Pastor
tomdurrance@vaumc.org

1-276-734-8902

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant
sheilasmith@ebumc.net
The deadline for newsletter submissions for the
S e p t e m b e r 2 0 2 2 issue is
Friday, August 12, 2022
Send newsletter submissions to:
ebenezer@ebumc.net
Reminder: All activities requiring the use of church
facilities must be cleared through the church office.

Office: 757-238-2359
Office Hours || 9- 5 Monday thru Friday
www.ebumc.net

Amber Keesee, Dir. Of Youth Ministries

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music
Linda Boles, Pianist
Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator
Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship

@ebumc.suffolk

@ebumc.net

Baxley Lockhart, Dir. of Sound/Media,
Contemporary Worship
Contact the church office to reach these staff members.

