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PASTOR TOM’s CORNER! 

 
I would like to share some of the story of how we came to the 
United Methodist part of the Body of Christ. 
 
In the summer of 1992, Angie and I joined Dodson Chapel UMC 
in Hermitage, Tennessee. Angie was assigned to medical recruit-
ing in Nashville. I was raised as the son of an Episcopalian priest, 
and Angie was raised Baptist. By this time, I was feeling a call to 
ministry, yet we both felt the call for Angie to stay in the Army (she 
was doing quite well with it). Stopping her career for me to go to 
seminary was not an option (and online seminary was still 8 years 
in the future). My father was friends of a United Methodist Evan-
gelist in North Carolina, Tommy Tyson, and suggested I look into 
the United Methodist Church. 
 
I found that the UMC had a clergy status that did not require a 
Masters of Divinity. They also appointed their pastors to churches, 
much like the Army appointed their folks to positions. The hope 
was that when we moved with the military, I could make myself 
available to the UMC to pastor a church. Well, at least that was 
the dream. Besides, the UMC is kind of right between Baptist and 
Episcopalian. Following the nudges of the Holy Sprit, we joined 
the UMC.                                         (continued on next page) 
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PASTOR TOM’S CORNER (con’t) 
 
We were slated to be in Nashville for 3 years, and Vanderbilt seminary would 
have taken more than 3 years. Also nearby was Trevecca Nazarene College that 
had a Masters of Religion Degree that I could easily complete in 2 years. For 
those that don’t know, The Church of the Nazarene are a split from Methodism, 
and they follow the theology of John Wesley (the same as the Methodists), 
though their main emphasis is on personal holiness. The more I studied John 
Wesley, the more I could confirm that the Lord called me to the UMC. 
 
Here we are nearly 30 years later. I am still excited about how God transforms our 
lives from brokenness to holiness as we become more Christ-like. I am still excited 
that God calls us to share this good news with the world. And I have found that 
personal holiness leads to social holiness; God is interested in healing not just our 
personal lives, but healing our communities and the world. 
 
So, now let us continue to allow God to work in our lives, and to seek the direc-
tion of the Holy Spirit as to how we are to share this good news with our commu-
nity and the world. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Pastor Tom 
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I n  T o u c h  

1—Keith Compton 
2—Steve Atchley 
3—LeeAnn Hawley 
      Olivia Shelor 
5—Simon Thompson 
6—Debbie Earl 
7—Linda Bean 
      Kennedy Johnson 
8—Garrett Casavan 

13—Sam Keltner 
14— Karen Jennette 
         Mekhi Johnson 
         Meleek Johnson 
         Chuck Neff 
16—Nancy Quell 
18—Mary Hundley 
         Mary Ainslie Latimer 
         Nancy McCarty 

10—Chuck & Suzanne Wright 
12—Glenn & Barbara Everette 
14—Craig & Amber Morgan 
15—Bill & Elise Kennett 
19—Willard & Judy Moger 
30—Bob & Marie Hurst 

19—Sharon Hawins      
21—Charles Shelor   

24—Rev. Carl LeMon 
25—Scott McBride 
26—Mary Shelor 
27—Ray Schau 
29—Steve Boone     
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Praying for a good year for all our 
students, teachers and support staff! 
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LEARNING OPPORTUNITY 

To better understand who we are as The United Methodist Church 
 

Course Title 

The Method of Our Mission: United Methodist Polity & Organization 

Dates: Saturdays Sept. 10 & 17, 9:30am-12:30pm 
 

Location: Online Zoom 
 

Leader: Rev. Carrie Talbot, Pastor of the Seaside Charge  

On the Coastal Virginia District 

 

For more information and the Registration Link contact: District LSM Co-Director 

Barbara Justis at eseditor@gmail.com. 

 

Our theology shapes who we Methodists are and how we organize to transform 

the world. Through reading assignments and discussion about the interrelation-

ship of our beliefs, mission, practices and organization, you will takeaway a     

Wesleyan rooted understanding of your practices of administration and partici-

pation in polity as a key component of our ministries. 

 

Registration closes August 31st. Participants will be contacted by the instructor 

after registration closes. 

 

No registration fee but participants will need to purchase their textbook: 

Textbook: The Method of Our Mission: United Methodist Polity & Organization 

Author: Laceye C. Warner (ISBN: 9781426767173) 
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I n  T o u c h  

 

  
 
School Supply Deadline: September 18th 
 

 
 

   
 
 

 

      

     

The Missions Corner 
Our next meeting: 

Monday, September 26 at 6 PM 
FLC, Room 126 

 

WE CARE 
  
Come and join us for We Care on September 13th at 10:00am in the FLC.  If 
you have an interest in Knitting, Crocheting or Sewing, this is the mission group 
for you.  We make prayers shawls and lap blankets for friends and family who 
are going through a difficult time.  Also, baby blankets and bereavement items 
for hospitals’ labor & delivery program. 
 
For questions, please reach me at 757-484-2054 or janie.murrell@yahoo.com 
 
Stop by and enjoy our fellowship remembering that we are the Hands of Christ.  
 
Janie Murrell 

mailto:janie.murrell@yahoo.com
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 COMING IN OCTOBER 

Bountiful Blessings Outreach 

Oct 2nd – Nov 13th  

Thanksgiving for those in need! 

 

Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, 
Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land. - Deuteronomy 15:11 
 
 
With all the uncertainty in our inflationary economy, we are asking you to say an extra prayer and 
consider helping feed those who are less fortunate. 

 

DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 13th 
 
We will have approximately 40 families who need food for Thanksgiving.  We are asking our 

church families, individuals and small groups to provide a Thanksgiving meal for each of these 

families. 

PREPARE A FOOD GIFT BASKET/ BOX with a turkey or 2 large roasting hens and all the 

fixings and bring it to the church between 8am and 10am on Saturday, November 19th, 

2022.  

We ask that you include at least enough food for your adopted family size. (More if possible.)  

Family selections can be made at the 3 services on Sundays or you can call and adopt one or 

more. 

 

Questions or adoptions of families may be directed to Chris Keltner at    

chriskeltner@ebumc.net  or 757-748-2949. 

 

 Thank you for your radical generosity towards those in our community. 

 

A quick-idea shopping list may be found at www.ebumc.net under the Food Pantry banner. 

 

Note: If you are unable to bring your food gift basket/box on          

          November 19th, please make other arrangements with Chris        

          Keltner. 

mailto:chriskeltner@ebumc.net
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Ladies, 

You are invited to join us on 

Sunday, September 18th 

from 4-5:30 

in the Family Life Center 

for a time of fun and fellowship 

Light refreshments will be served. 

 

By attending, you will have an opportunity to provide some 
feedback on what you would like to see “REAL” Women’s 
Ministry offer/become. We hope to see you there! 

Contact person: Sheila Smith (757-238-2359 or        
sheilasmith@ebumc.net). 
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SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Rm. 7 of 
our main building. They are currently studying 1 & 2 Corinthians. If you would like to join, 
please contact Bob Patton at basspikker@verizon.net or 686-8337. Leaders: Bob Patton and 
several others 
 
WATCH FOR MORE OPPORTUNITIES IN SEPTEMBER! 
 
If you would like to start a small group of your own, on the front page of our website you will 
find a link to Amplify Media which gives you access to a wealth of different resources. 
Contact the church office (757-238-2359 or ebenezer@ebumc.net) if you have any questions. 

We will meet at 6:30 p.m. on  

Tuesday, September 27th  

in the Family Life Center.  

 

We will have a  guest speaker and dinner will 

be served! 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!  

Bring a friend...the more the merrier! 

 

Our October meeting will be on Tuesday,  

October 25th. 



@ebumc.suffolk 

                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

The deadline for newsletter submissions for the  

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 2  issue is  

Friday, September 10, 2022 
 

  Send newsletter submissions to: 

ebenezer@ebumc.net 
 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  
facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

 

 

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net 

Join us in Worship! 

Sunday mornings 

8:00 a.m. (early) 

9:30 a.m. (contemporary) 

11:00 a.m. (traditional)  
 

You may worship in-person or  

continue to join us via Facebook, 

YouTube or www.ebumc.net  

 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 

Tom Durrance, Pastor                   
tomdurrance@vaumc.org                        1-276-734-8902                                 

 
Amber Keesee, Dir. Of Youth Ministries         

 

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music 

Linda Boles, Pianist 

Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator  

Pam Saks & Christine Neff, Co-Directors of Children’s  
Ministry 

Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship 

 Baxley Lockhart, Dir. of Sound/Media,  
Contemporary Worship   

 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 
sheilasmith@ebumc.net 

Office: 757-238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

www.ebumc.net 

Our Staff 

@ebumc.net 


