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PASTOR TOM’s CORNER! 
 

 

Ok, so what does this have to do with me?  Paul was on a mission from 
God; just as you and I are.  When we are baptized, we make a promise 
to follow Jesus’s leading (be a Christian) and support our church with 
our Prayers, Presence, Gifts, Service and Witness. 

 
This month I want to talk about “presence.”  There are quite a few folks 
on the church membership rolls that are not here… ever.  This bothers 
many folks who come regularly, they tell me so.  As a pastor, new to this 
church, often the folks here think I can say something to the folks who 
are “missing in action” that can entice them to come to church.          
Unfortunately, it’s not that easy. In the past, I have tried that and they 
still don’t come.  Ok, well some may come out of curiosity to see who I 
am, but that’s about it. 

 
You see, it is all about discipleship.  Are we followers of Jesus?     
As baptized believers, I want people to be where God wants them.   

 
If God wants you on a Par 3 at 10:30 on a Sunday morning, that is 
where I want you to be.  I had a tournament bass fisherman in my    
previous church who would apologize for missing church.  I am          
convinced that some mornings, that is where Jim was supposed to be. 
Often, he got to share Jesus with folks on the lake.  If God wants you to 
be in another church on Sunday morning, guess where I want you to 
be?  Not here.  

      (continued on next page)  
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PASTOR TOM’S CORNER (con’t) 

 
There are a few of ways to look at this.  First, we can make excuses and just do what we want 
to do. That’s ok, but it is not discipleship.  But it makes me wonder, if we don’t want to follow 
God’s leading here, what makes us think we want to go to heaven?  Second, we can be 
where God wants us to be but not really want to be there.  If you are in church but want to 
be at the pool, at least you are where God can work on you. Third and best, is to want to be 
where God wants you.   

 
So, if you are reading this, if you are baptized as a Christian, I have one desire for you on Sun-
day Morning.  Be where God wants you to be.  That’s it.  If it is sleeping late or spending time 
with your family, so be it.  If it is at another church, so be it.  If it is here at Ebenezer UMC 
sharing how God is working in our lives and inviting God to work through us.  Be here!  Just 
be deliberate finding out and be honest with yourself about what God wants.   

 
Blessings, Pastor Tom 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

With the busy-ness of November and December, 

THE UNITED METHODIST MEN 

and 

our monthly SINGALONGS 

will take a break 

until January 2023 

 

ENJOY YOUR TIME WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

during the holiday season! 

GOD BLESS! 



P a g e  3  

I n  T o u c h  

CONGREGATIONAL CARE 

 It is my understanding that Ebenezer UMC has always had a good network of            

congregational care.  As our church grows, however, we might need to grow our                   

congregational care ministry with it.  Too often, people can begin to feel alone, or feel         

unsupported for various reasons.   

I liken this to the parable of the lost sheep in Luke 15 (I preached on this passage on 

9/11/22).  Sometimes the sheep get scared and bolt from the flock; or just nibble away until 

they stop, look up, and find they are alone.  At other times, a congregation gets caught up in 

their own lives, and then when someone needs help, we find it difficult to support one        

another.   Therefore, as we grow, I believe the Lord is calling us to consider how we can       

increase our level of care for one another.   

Who:   ALL in the Congregation that are Interested in Congregational Care  
           What:  An ‘Open Forum’ style Meeting facilitated by Pastor Tom                       
           When:  Tuesday November 1st from 7pm-8pm (In the Main Building) 
           Mission:  Discern How to increase our Congregational Care 

 
I am not sure exactly what this will look like, (though I have had some models in other 

churches.) But I will always stress that we all need to be listening to God for direction.  And I 

know that if we listen to God and one another, we will indeed hear from God.  Let us come 

together and see what kind of Congregational Care the Lord wants for EUMC. 
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  1—Lynn LeMon 
  3—Susan Zuerlein 
  4—Janet Bronner 
        Ron Fravel 
  5—Walt Wagner 
  6—Lindalyn Dentel 
        Claudia Shelor 
11—Colby Boyd 
13—Richard Taylor 
14—Cathy Robertson 
15—Sydney Garner 
         Don Hawkins 
16—CoCo Cary 
19—Deanna Cena 
         Lindsay Draughn 
23—Alec Jones 
24—Dave Dentel 
         Cathy Nocon 
25—Chase Heatherly 
         Jonah Heatherly 
         Bea Moneypenny 
28—Penny Baisden 
        Ginny Fravel 
30—Paco Coyne 
        Trip Goolsby 

  7—Rick & Susan Zuerlein 
 
25—Richard & Lillian Taylor 
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ADVENT BIBLE STUDY 

 

The season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 27—Sunday, December 18. Advent is a 
time of prayer, reflection, and anticipation of the celebration of Christ’s birth that we           
celebrate on Christmas Day, December 25th. 
 

Katherine Pearson, before she became ill, had picked this meaningful Advent Bible Study,    
Almost Christmas, A Wesleyan Advent Experience for us to study together and experience 
Christ in a new and exciting way. 
 

So far, we have 3 groups participating in the study: 

 9:30 a.m.—The LeRoy Baisden Sunday school class—meeting in  

                                Rm. 7 (main bldg.) 

        10:45 a.m.—The Connected class—meeting in Rm. 7 (main bldg.) 

          9:30 a.m.—Youth—meeting in Youth Room (FLC) 

 

We would love to be able to offer a daytime class during the week… 
if you are interested in leading or co-leading a study, please contact   
Pastor Tom (tomdurrance@vaumc.org or 276-734-8902). 
 

Note: The study is DVD driven, but you can go to www.ebumc.net and click on the Amplify 
Media banner and search for “Almost Christmas” to pull up each lesson.  Therefore, you may 
choose your study location freely. Leader’s guide is available through the church office as well 
as Student books ($13}.  [This is one of my favorites from years past!  Love the moderators.  
– Sheila] 
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November is all about giving thanks. One way to learn to be thankful is to help others who 

aren’t as fortunate as we are. So, this month we will begin taking an offering during Sunday 

school and nursery. We will combine our offering with the youth group to sponsor a Bountiful 

Blessings basket for Thanksgiving and Warm Tree and Angel Tree individuals for Christmas. 

Please encourage your children to give what they can. 

We will be sending out information about our popular Polar Express Day soon. Please mark 

your calendars for Saturday, December 3rd from 10-2 for a parents’ time out while the       

children celebrate Christmas together. This will be packed full of fun, including lunch, crafts, 

activities, and of course hot chocolate and a snack while we watch the Polar Express movie in 

our PJ’s! 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Sunday school classes and nursery will have 

special activities during the Advent season. Advent begins November 27th this year! 

As always, we are so thankful for our Sunday school teachers. They are so dedicated in                

making sure our children are learning about the love of Jesus every week. However, we        

always need volunteers! We especially need volunteers for the Kindergarten-second grade 

class at 9:30. If you don’t mind helping, but don’t want to teach, we need a second person 

just to be in the class for best practice.  Contact Pam Saks or Christine Neff with questions or 

to volunteer. 

Most importantly, thank you for sharing your children with us! We pray for them daily and we 

ask that you pray for each other’s children and for us as well! 

 

 

 

 

 

I n  T o u c h  
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The Missions Corner 
Our next meeting:   

MONDAY, November 28th 
at 6 PM (FLC) 

 

 
Children & Seniors Angel Tree 

 
This Christmas add someone you don't know to your family's gift list! 

 
This year children and seniors are included on our Angel Tree. Bless local children through 
the Salvation Army and elderly residents without families, from local care homes in Suffolk. 

VERY IMPORTANT!!! 

RETURN ALL CHILDREN’S GIFTS UNWRAPPED  -  DUE NOVEMBER 27TH 
 

RETURN ALL SENIOR’S GIFTS WRAPPED  -  DUE DECEMBER 4TH 

 

PLEASE NOTE: If you take an angel off the tree in the main building, please place your      
gift(s) under that tree; if you take an angel off the tree in the FLC, your gift(s) should be 
placed under that tree. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT!  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Sharon Hawkins at 757-538-8999. 
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I n  T o u c h  

 
  

Bountiful Blessings Outreach 

Oct 2nd – Nov 13th  

Thanksgiving for those in need! 

 

Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you, 
Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in your land. - Deuteronomy 15:11 
 
 

Sign up October 2nd – November 13th  
 

Sponsor an individual or family for Thanksgiving.  Involve your family, Sunday School class, 
small group, civic organization or business in this worthwhile cause.   
 

You can do this by: 

PREPARING A FOOD GIFT BASKET/BOX with a turkey and/or roasting hens and all 

the fixings and bring it to the church between 8am and 10am on Saturday,          

November 19, 2022. 
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Ladies, 
 
Come join us on Sunday, November 13th from 4-5:30 in the Family Life 
Center. 
 
We will be focusing on creating some extra special items for our    
Thanksgiving Basket/Box recipients to let them know they are loved.  
 
Mark your calendars now and plan to join us! 
 
Your Planning Team Members are: Sydney Garner, Melanie Cena, Teresa 
Collette, Kendra Thompson, Jo-Ann Scichilone, Angie Durrance,         
Katherine Pearson, and Sheila Smith 
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American Red Cross 

Blood Drive         

Ebenezer 

United Methodist Church 

Family Life Center 
1589 Steeple Drive 
Suffolk, VA 23433 

Tuesday, November 22, 2022 

1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

 

Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: EUMC to schedule 
an appointment.  

 

SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The LeRoy Baisden Memorial Sunday School Class meets on Sundays at 9:30 a.m. in Rm. 7 of 
our main building. They are currently studying 1 & 2 Corinthians, but will be shifting to our 
Advent Bible study Almost Christmas from November 27—December 18. If you would like to 
join, please contact Bob Patton at basspikker@verizon.net or 686-8337. Leaders: Bob Patton 
and several others 
 
The Connect Sunday School Class meets on Sundays following the 9:30 worship service. They 
are currently studying “The Story”, but will also shift to our Advent study Almost Christmas 
from November 27—December 18. Childcare/supervised playtime is available in the main 
building during that time. 
 
If you would like to start a small group of your own, on the front page of our website you will 
find a link to Amplify Media which gives you access to a wealth of different resources. 
Contact the church office (757-238-2359 or ebenezer@ebumc.net) if you have any questions. 



@ebumc.suffolk 

                                                                                                                                                                     

 

The deadline for newsletter submissions for the  

D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 2  issue is  

Friday, November 11, 2022 
 

  Send newsletter submissions to: 

ebenezer@ebumc.net 
 

Reminder:  All activities requiring the use of church  
facilities must be cleared through the church office.  

 

 

1589 Steeple Drive 

Suffolk, Virginia 23433 

 

Phone: (757) 238-2359 

Fax: (757) 238-7765 

E-mail: ebenezer@ebumc.net 

Join us in Worship! 

Sunday mornings 

8:00 a.m. (early) 

9:30 a.m. (contemporary) 

11:00 a.m. (traditional)  
 

You may worship in-person or  

continue to join us via Facebook, 

YouTube or www.ebumc.net  

 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
 

 

OPEN MINDS, OPEN HEARTS, OPEN DOORS” 

Tom Durrance, Pastor                   
tomdurrance@vaumc.org                        1-276-734-8902                                 

 
Amber Keesee, Dir. Of Youth Ministries         

 

Doug Shomaker, Dir. of Music 

Linda Boles, Pianist 

Pam Saks, Nursery Coordinator  

Pam Saks & Christine Neff, Co-Directors of Children’s  
Ministry 

Jeni Millikin, Dir. of Contemporary Worship 

 Baxley Lockhart, Dir. of Sound/Media,  
Contemporary Worship   

 

Sheila Smith, Administrative Assistant 
sheilasmith@ebumc.net 

Office: 757-238-2359 

Office Hours  ||  9- 5  Monday thru Friday 

www.ebumc.net 

Our Staff 

@ebumc.net 


